




35 34

�H�i�w�Í�‰�~�Ü�̂ �œ�U�0�Š�t�J	Ô�‚
�Í�8�H�i�q� �̀o�w�>�™�›� �“�‡�b�{

�ã�Ø�–�O�j�o

�w
�V�ä

�V�Ø�À�„� �	

�Ó �é �´ �û �« �Ä

�°� 

�w
�V
�U
�Ï�Ì�Ô

�›
�!
�Q�”

�H�i�0�Š

�²
�w
�v�Q

�® �µ �Ä

�~
�Ø�–�O�j�Ü

1•1Ó

�Û�H�i

�w
�Í�‰�Ü

�ã�›	B�ä�ç�è

�y�’

�è
�› �M�Z�”

�ã
ò�D

�w
�^�H�ä


¦�V�ö�Z

�y
	_

�·

°
�È
�L
�¤

�°�V�~�t

� �̂ç�i�è�C�{�q
’� 

�H�i�Z�€�J�ç�Ú
¢

�q
�Â
¢

�w
�Ï
R�è

�V
�q �M�V�”

�^�H

�h�j

�y
�¤�>�è� 


ò�D���=�Æ�ˆ�§�	�,�Ú �• �w�]� �—�K�“�U�q�O�]�_�M�‡�b
��
��
��
���å

�����D�Ö

�����D �t �p�,�Ú �t �/

�d �’ �•�h�/
Ç�Ú�x�Ï �(�G�w�è�“ �p�b�Ð�Û���L�x

�°�ª���Ž	Í�Ï ��	¶�t�Ü

�$�‘ �æ���U�Ï �˜�N�§
æ�Ï �ž �  �Ï �Ó�­�è�ì�ª���4�Ï �¬ �ç �Ó �Ó �ç�~�K�“�è�z��
h�ü�þ�¤�Ï 
(�Z	2
^�Ï �G�’	2�Ú�þ�¤ �°�‰�Ï �‚

�¿�i���_ �~ �¿�i
_� �Ï ���_�q

�þ�¤�Ï �ª�Ü
•���Ï 	–�T�Ú� �Ï 	ÿ�a�¤�_�Ï �G���<�U�Ï �C�{�„	£�Ï �N�™�“� �.�` �M	!	Æ��� �Î���^ �œ �Û� 	��]�µ�þ�
�Ï �£
c�q�g�Ä�Ü �x�Ï ���å�t �˜ �h �“�Z�“�w
Ó�t
C�2 �t 
��—�`�Ï ���= �w	ü�µ �t �G�V�X�é�Y�` �h�q �` �o�Ï �ç�©�è

���å�S� 	��]��

�= �µ �Ù �Ó �À
¯	œ�è �›	!	Æ�` �‡ �` �h�Ð�q�-�n���^ �œ �Û���•�]�v�0�¢�Ï �£
c�q�g�Ä�Ü �x�Ï ���•�]�<�p�¤
ü�ú�t �S �M�o�Æ�� �~ �é�Y�`�h�q�` �o�Ï �ç�H

�����s
R

�r �œ �w�q���=	Æ�è �›	!	Æ�` �‡�` �h�Ð

���C

Z
+	#�I�  �Û�„���Ü

�y
�£
c�q�•�ð

�Ô	Í�T �„ �” �Û�n�6�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

��
Œ�{ �s�  �Û�B
U�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

���> �³ �ï �Û�Ú�µ�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å
@�D�á�Ô

�y
�—�å�Ý	G�@

�›�>	£�  �Û�Ú	£�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�•�ð

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å�ã�D�Ë	G�’�Ô

�y
�—�å
@	G�›�@


’�Ï�!� 

�Û�!�ó�Ü

�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å�ã�D�~	G�°�Ô

�y
�—�å�Ý	G
@�@

���a
i�¬ �Û�V	8�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å�Ý�D�Ë	G�°�Ô

�y
�—�å�Ý	G�ã�@


²�>	¸� 

�Û	3�®�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å	G�Ë�D	G�›�Ô

�y
�—�å
¦�’�@

"��®�è�  �Û�l�è�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å	G�Ë�D	G�ã�Ô

�y
�—�å�Ý	G�~�@


Z
+�†�E �Û�`
ò�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å	G�Ë�D�Ë	G�°�Ô

�y
�—�å
@	G�@

�ò�> �Ë �À�  �Û�F
‡�Ü

�y
�£
c�q�g�Ä

�Ë�“�Ë�“�å	G�Ë�D�Ë	G�›�Ô

�y
�—�å�Ý	G�@

INFORMATION �S�Œ�’�d

�Ø�–�O�j�o�H�i

�U

�©�è

2�å�S���=�¿�Õ�í
¯	œ

�t

¬
�y�•�‡�`�h

�Ø�–�O�j�o�H�i�U�©�è

���å�S���=�¿�Õ�í
¯	œ�t
¬�y�•�‡�`�h�Ð

���=�¿�Õ�í
¯	œ�x�Ï ���=�Æ�ˆ�t���•�h
R�L�›�Ô�`�Ï �Ô�Š���=�w	ü�µ�t�é�Y�`�h�M�‘�Ï �f �`�o�Ï �Ô�Š���=�w�‚�Ž
C	ô�Ï ���M���=�¦�v�t�é�Y�^�•�h�M�‘ �t�0�`�Ï �f �w�­
w�›�h�h�Q�”
¯	œ�p�b�Ð�\�w�h�|�w
¬�ß�p�x�Ï �ì�å�t�˜�h�“�Ï �Z�“�H�q�`�o
ò�D�v�w�'	•�q
C�2�t
��—�b�”�q�q�‹�t�Ï �Z�“���=�w���º�Ž�t�S�Z�”
Ó�t�•	ü�µ�t�‹�/�)�`�Ï �Ô�Š�w���=�3	[�w	ü�µ�t���G�s�é�Y�›�`�o �M�”�\�q�U�­
w�q�`�o
°�A�^�•�‡�`�h�Ð

�/�P�� �Â�”�Ú�¢�º�0�£ �^
¼
: �‰�Ú�¢�Â�”�Ú���ê�Ö�£
�‰�Ú

�¢�è�`�ê�Ö�£

�� �H�i�è�[ ����������
�Þ�è� �̀ê�Ö�w�M�w�ˆ

�¹�Ì�D�ó

���
��������
�¢
k���£

��
�è�£�Ã�Þ�ï�µ�Ä�è�”�³�ã�ï
�,�Š�›�¶�|�Ú�b�®�H�
� �;�q
����¢
]�V�£�~��
����¢�d�Ö�£�¯

���^ ���
���������¢
k���£

��
�è�£�Ã�Þ�ï�µ�Ä�è�”�³�ã�ï
�¦�‹�t�þ�q�m�®�Z�€�‚���h�o�w�4�Q�æ�y�Š�p�×���V�¯

���^
�Þ�è� �̀ê�Ö�w�M�w�ˆ

�¹�Ì�D�ó

��
�è�£�Ã�Þ�ï�µ�Ä�è�”�³�ã�ï
�x
Q�›�M�T�b

���^
�Þ�è� �̀ê�Ö�w�M�w�ˆ

�¹�Ì�D�ó

��
�H�i�Ã�Þ�ï�µ�Ä�è�”�³�ã�ï
���®���í���q�M�Z�y�s����̄������Þ�7�‘�s	Ô�p�H�i�U�M�Z�‡�b�‚

���^
�Þ�è� �̀ê�Ö�w�M�w�ˆ

�¹�Ì�D�ó

�Ó�é�¬�å �Ü3 �®	_ �w�V  �µ�U	[ �› �ô �Š�o 
C
Ý�› �¿ �[�” �µ�̄

�Þ�M�c�•�‹�Š
æ�è�£�{�’	G�;	q

�è�£

�H�i �C�{�q
’�  
’�Ê�)�D ���>�­�u

�¦��	!�è�‰���§�����
������ �����¢�è� �̀£�Þ�®�,�Š�›�¶�|�Ú�b�¯�w�ˆ�z�o
C�p�w�]	!�è�U�D�ó�p�b�{

�¦��	!�è�M�O���§�����́ �µ�»�”�Ä�̈ � �Å�z�‡�h�x
ò�D�Ý�ï�Ì�”�¶�±� �Ä�›�]�a�X�i�̂ �M�{

�Þ�S�§
÷�M�x�z�§�”�Å�>�A�w���z�Ü�æ	ü���z
ò�D�q���q�»�±�”�Ï�µ
æ�z
ò�D �8�&�4�5 
í�±�p�‹�p�V�‡�b�{�§�”�Å�>

�A�Ž�Ž�w	Ô�ù�x�Ö�Ú�w	r�g�‡�p �� 	?�����T�T�”�\�q�‹�K�“�‡�b�w�p�z�K�’�T�a�Š�]�ƒ	•�X�i�̂ �M�{

�Þ�ó� �±� �Ä
ƒ�”�'���{

�¹�Ì�M�O�U
ü�T�’�s�M�M�•�z�Š
æ�U�±�Ù�”�Ä�̀ �‡�b�‚���S�>�0�t�S�ð�ù�̃ �d�X�i�̂ �M�{

�S�ð�ù� �̃d�y�¦���Ä�À�]���§�y�5�&�-�•���������������������������—���'�"�9�•���������������������������—���&���N�B�J�M�•�L�J�L�B�L�V�!�T�P�H�F�U�T�V���P�S���K�Q


�	ô�8��

�¦  �Ô�Š�  
[  �§  3�D15�Ô�¢�D�£ �™5�D31�Ô�¢�D�£
�¦  �ó   �    
[  �§  4�D 1�Ô�¢ �æ�£�™5�D31�Ô�¢�D�£�y

�b�å ���� �D�t�µ�»�”�Ä�̀ �h �8�&�# �H�i�è	6�q�{�̂ �’�t	F�î�̀ �h�º�0�p�H �� �„�›�S�§�Z�̀ �‡�b�‚

�8�&�# �H�i�è	6�q�x�z� �ï�»�”�É�¿�Ä���¥�U�K�•�y�M�m�p�‹�r�\�p�‹�·�V�s�Ì�t�]	!�è�U�p�V�z

�H�i�•�Š
æ�è�£�w�Ã�Þ�ï�µ�Ä�è�”�³�ã�ï�U�]�a�t�s�•�‡�b�{

�°�S�ê�Ö�̀ �h�Ó�é�¬�å�Ü�x�z
�	ô�8���¤�x�?�S�p�‹���“�&�̀ �]�a�t�s�•�z�°�Ì���­�•
ã
ù�“�~
ã�í�̀ �‹�p�V�‡�b�{

�è�Õ�ç�ž�¿�Ó�›�è�¦�`�z	ý�h�s�]�×
��w�¶�|�w	Ô�q� �̀o�z�e�{�]�Æ�;�X�i� �̂M�‚��

	Ä�̀ �M�¹�Ì�M�O�x�z���́ �µ�»�”�Ä�̈ � �Å�z
ò�D�Ý�ï�Ì�”�¶�±� �Ä�›�]�a�X�i�̂ �M�{


ò�D�¦�‹	��È�Í WEB�H�i�è	6�q �H 3 �„

�S�ð�ù�̃ �d�� �¦��	Z
[
æ���§�y�y�����������������������������—���'�"�9�•���������������������������—���&���N�B�J�M�•�T�I�V�Q�Q�B�O�!�T�P�H�F�U�T�V���P�S���K�Q

�B�å�°
ò�D�±	_�ø�z 3�D1�Ô
C
��{ ���A�• 1,580���¢ 1,437���́ 
k�£

� B � å � ° 
 ò � D � ± � 7 	 ý � ø � w � ] � Š � º

�1�I�P�U�P�•�"�S�J�T�B���,�B�T�B�J



Newsletter p.05 Newsletter p.06

[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]    E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp     FAX: +81-3-3405-4947

Information

< Calendar of Events 2020-2021 >
●Feb.16-Mar.14  New Challenge Exhibition “Ikebana 
without Water” at Sogetsu Plaza
●Mar. 26  Flower Thanks Day, Sogetsu Hall
*Schedules above are subject to change.
Iemoto 20th Year Celebration Sogetsu Exhibition
●Apr.1- Jul.25 @Sogetsu WEST
●May.12- Jul.23 @Sogetsu Plaza

< Notice for the Branches/ Study Groups > 

Online Seminar for Branch/SG will start April.
The HQ will start to hold online demonstration and 
workshop by Master Instructor of the HQ for official 
groups from April. (We sent the information to the 
directors/chairpersons by e-mail in late January.)
4 different courses are available. The length and fee 
are varied depend on a course. 

A Demonstration only (5-7 works including 
middle to large size work) 70

mins.
B Demonstration and lecture (4-5 works 

including middle to large size work)

C

Demonstration (3-4works) and
 Workshop(Max.10 persons)
(Eligible WorkShop participants: above 3rd 
Certificate and a member of branch/study 
group)
*Workshop can be watched by Branch/SG 
members

100
mins.

D

Workshop only (Max. 12 persons)
(Eligible Workshop participants: above 3rd 
Certificate and a member of branch/study 
group)
 *Workshop can be watched by Branch/SG 
members

90
mins.

Application due date: 28th February
Download the application form from “news” section 
of The STA Members’ Site and send the filled form 
to Overseas Affairs Department under the name of 
director/chairperson.  
*The number of seminars we can offer is limited. We 
may not be able to meet your request.

Submission of Annual Activity Report of 2020 /
Election Report
Note: From 2021, the Sogetsu Calendar and compli-
mentary gift of Magazine “Sogetsu” will be sent only 
to the official groups who submit Annual Activity 
Report.
(1) Annual Activity Report for Sogetsu year 2020 
from April 2020 to March 2021
(2) Members’ list 
(3) Election Report * only branch/study group which 
falls on election year. 
Submission due date : May 31
The official e-forms (PDF/Excel format) are available 
to download from Sogetsu website; 
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms

All the Branches and SGs are required to submit (1) 
and (2) to the Headquarters. The Branches and SGs 
which are due to have an election this year are also 
required to submit (3).

Branch/Study Group event announcement/report 
on Sogetsu website
Now many official groups plan to hold their event 
online (exhibition, demonstration, workshop etc.) 
Why not invite other oversea members to them by 
announcing on Sogetsu Website? It will give a great 
opportunity to see what other sogetsu friends’ are 
doing in the other parts of the world.
Download the announcement/report form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
reports

Leaflets (English/ Chinese)
The leaflets for 2021 will be available in April. Each 
Branch/SG will be entitled to 200 complimentary 
copies sent by air mail (printed matter) on request. 
Download the order form online: 
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
leaflets

Complimentary Quarterly Magazine “Sogetsu”
From Spring 2021 issue, we will send Magazine 
“Sogetsu” two issues together to the directors/chair-
persons. (ex. Send Spring and Summer issue togeth-
er. Same for Autumn and Winter issue.)

Contact list of the Branches/SGs
We have compiled the contact list of those Branches/
SGs from which we received the consent letter about 
privacy policy.
For the security reason, we will hand in the list only 
upon request. Please download the request form, 
then send a filled-in form back to the HQ by e-mail.
Download the request form online: 
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms
We update the list regularly so please let us know 
immediately if there is any change in the registered 
information.
If your branch/study group has NOT submitted the 
consent letter and would like to join the list, please 
confirm our privacy policy and send the form to the 
HQ by e-mail.
Download the Privacy policy and consent letter form 
online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/wp-content/up-
loads/2020/04/Privacy-policy-regarding-Branch_
Study-Group-information.pdf

Thank you ! Season’s Greetings received
Thank you so much to all the overseas members for 
the many seasonal greeting cards we have received. 
Your cards were displayed and much appreciated at 
the Overseas Affairs Department in the HQ.

Program 3: “Spring Flowers - Improving Technique and Expanding Ideas”

Instructor

No. Theme Number 
of Works Fee (single item) Fee

 (whole set)

1 [Bonus video] Iemoto’s Lecture -----
*Viewable only for 
those who purchase 
whole set

JPY5,000
 (incl. tax)

2 
Instructor’s Demo: Study the Textbook Again
Variation No.1 Upright Style Moribana / 
Variation No.1 Slanting Style Nageire 

2 JPY1,000 (incl. tax)

3 Instructors’ Demo: Usable tips /when teaching “free-
style arrangement using vertical type fixture” 3

*Viewable only for 
those who purchase 
whole set

4 Instructors’ Demo: Reflecting one’s originality 3
*Viewable only for 
those who purchase 
whole set

5 Iemoto’s Demo: “Place and Ikebana”
* Iemoto makes arrangements at various places. 4

*Viewable only for 
those who purchase 
whole set

[news] WEB IEMOTO SEMINAR for Sogetsu Teachers Association

Sogetsu Teachers Association WEB IEMOTO SEMINAR that 
allow you to learn in the comfort of your home starts. 
We will launch the 3rd program of WEB IEMOTO SEMINAR with theme of Spring! 
This is a new ikebana learning style for teachers, in which the lectures of the Iemoto and the Master Instructors 
of the Sogetsu Headquarters can be viewed online. During the streaming period, you can watch it as many times 
as you like at any time. Please try it!

Streaming period 
April 1 (Thursday) - May 31 (Monday), 2021  *English subtitles version
*You can watch any video(s) purchased as many times as you like during the streaming period.

How to watch 
Access the Sogetsu Teachers Association (STA) Members’ Site. Please see the “News” section.
*If you have not yet accessed the STA Member’s Site, this is a great opportunity for you to try it out.
**We are in process to make the streaming site more user-friendly for overseas members.

 (Master Instructor of the Sogetsu HQ)

Iemoto Kumiko Kato Tetsunori Kawana Ikuen Sekita

*“Study the Textbook Again” section can be purchased separately.
[ The Sogetsu Teachers Association(STA) Members’ Site ]  https://members.sogetsu.or.jp/en/login/ 
[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]    E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp     FAX: +81-3-3405-4947
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Tips and Advice when Creating Ikebana
In Sogetsu, every Ikebana creation should be inno-
vative and beautiful. So I try to add a new touch 
every time when I make my arrangement. Although 
it is not easy to find new elements of expression 
with the usual materials, I think it is important to 
tackle plant materials with a fresh mind and no 
fixed stereotypes.

About my work exhibited in 
The 101st Sogetsu Annual Exhibition

The placement decided for my ar rangement 
was right in front of the entrance of the Sogetsu 
Plaza. It was perfect for making an arrangement 
to welcome all the visitors coming in to Sogetsu 
Headquarters. I used materials only in red and 
green for a strong impact, with an exotic feeling 
added by two kinds of orchids, namely, Dancing-
lady orchid and Renanthera orchid.  I placed the two 
iron vases slightly apart and arranged Siberian dog-
wood branches wildly crossing each other in lower 
positions to express strength. As it was to be seen 
from all angles, I arranged masses of China root 
and orchids on purpose to give a different feel and 
impression when viewed from all the angles. 

作品を造る上でのポイントやアドバイス
草月のモットーは「いつも新しく、いつも美しく」。どこかに新しさ
を感じられる花をいけたいと常に心掛けています。見慣れた花
材から新しい表情を引き出すことはなかなか難しいですが、まっ
さらな気持ちで植物に向き合うことが大切だと感じています。

第101回草月いけばな展出品作
作品の展示場所が草月プラザの入り口正面でしたので、
展覧会にいらした方に対するお迎え花ということを意識し
ました。花材の色を赤と緑の2色だけに限定することでより
印象深くなるように、またオンシジウムとレナンセラの2種
類の蘭を取り合わせて華やかさも感じられる作品を目指し
ました。2つの鉄花器を少し離して置き合わせ、荒 し々いさ
んごみずきの枝を交差するように低く入れて力強さも加え
ました。ここは正面だけでなく、いろいろな方向や角度から

見られる場所なので、さんきらいのマッスや蘭の入れ方など
に気を配り、見る位置によって作品の表情も変化するよう
に構成しました。

One Two Step
Teacher’s Guide to Teaching 23 Kosa Nishiyama

The 101st Sogetsu Annual Exhibition “Learn from 
yesterday, Arrange for today, Seek tomorrow’s expression.” 
Work by Kosa Nishiyama
Materials:Siberian dogwood, China root, Century plant,
Dancinglady orchid, Renanthera orchid

Kosa Nishiyama
She started to learn Sogetsu ikebana 
in 1972. As a master instructor of the 
Sogetsu Headquarters, she has been 
teaching the Men’s Exclusive Class since 
2010, among other ikebana classes in 
Japan and overseas. Since 1999, she has 
been organizing her ikebana exhibitions at places with a spe-
cial production theme once every four or five years to draw 
new interest in ikebana with her new style of presentation.

西山光沙
1972年草月流に入門。本部講師として2010年より本部 「男子専科
クラス」を担当。企業他多くの教室で指導、国内外多方面で活動
中。1999年より会場構成にこだわった独自の展覧会を4〜5年おきに
開き、新たないけばなの魅力を発信している。
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Information
The 101st Sogetsu Annual Exhibition / All the Ikebana works
This book covers all the Ikebana works of the 101st Sogetsu 
Annual Exhibition.

Price: JPY4,000
Softcover: 120pages
Language: Japanese and English
Dimensions: (W/H)214mm/290mm
Shipping Weight: 472g

for purchase : shuppan@sogetsu.or.jp 

Review
New Year’s greetings from Iemoto Akane Teshigahara in 2021

New Year’s greetings
Happy New Year, everyone.
How are you doing at the start of 2021?
Last year was a year in which the world suffered 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. And the battle 
against this infectious disease is still ongoing. Due 
to novel coronavirus, our daily life has inevitably 
changed dramatically. Eating, learning, and playing 
with a lot of people…… These commonplace things 
are no longer taken for granted. Even in the world of 
ikebana, many exhibitions, classes and events were 
unavoidably canceled. How much longer will this 
situation continue? The uncertainty of the future 
still persists.
However, even in the midst of all this, it’s the 
Sogetsu Ikebanists who can’t just sit still. In order 
to meet the strong desires of Sogetsu people to 
create, express, and learn something, we hold the 
WEB Iemoto Seminars, conducted online lessons, 
and took on the challenge of crowdfunding and 
received more support than expected to create and 
exhibit my work. Many of you have enthusiastically 
responded and participated in each of these endeav-
ors. Again, I would like to show my sincere appreci-
ation. Thank you very much! 
Many of our members are also doing what they 
can now in their own places as a branch, group or 
individual. Some did online practices and virtual 
exhibitions, while others posted their work on their 
social media platforms and performed their demon-
strations…… I felt great admiration for the power 
of Sogetsu members, these of you whose various 
attempts greatly expand the possibilities of ikebana. 
I’m confident that this will be a trend that will be 
continued even after the pandemic is under control. 
If we refuse to give up, think sincerely about what 
we can do now and take action, even if it’s only a 
little, that’s where hope will come from.
Ikebana has an intrinsic appeal when people and 
flowers, and people and people exchange thoughts 
with each other in real life. The day will definitely 
come again when people can interact directly with 
each other in person in front of ikebana. Until then, 
I hope that you will continue to improve yourselves 

and enjoy ikebana in your own way.
For me personally, Ken, my second son, who is 
working in the U.S., has returned home this holi-
day season, and we are all having a great time as a 
family. While doing consulting work in the U.S., he 
is now seriously thinking about what he can do in 
Sogetsu and learning a lot about Sogetsu organiza-
tion. Since now is a time of the advanced technolo-
gy, that’s a good thing. There are many ways to get 
to know Sogetsu, even if he is in the U.S.. I proudly 
inform you that Ken is serious about Sogetsu and is 
already working on it. I hope you will keep a warm 
eye on him!  
The current difficult situation will continue in 2021, 
but I would like to move forward together with you, 
welcoming your passionate and ambitious wishes 
for ikebana and Sogetsu, toward the brighter future 
even if only a little. I really, really hope and look 
forward to seeing you all with a smile in the near 
future. Let’s all do our best this year, too.

Iemoto Akane Teshigahara

The Iemoto's Hatsuike (creating first ikebana 
of the year) and New Year's greetings can 
be seen on the Sogetsu website on 1 January 
2021.
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This year has also started off on a troubled note with 
the declaration of a state of emergency in Tokyo and 
the three surrounding prefectures at the very begin-
ning of the year. Although the days continue to be 
unsettled, let’s try to spend our time with a smile on 
our faces as much as possible so as to be able to bring 
in good fortune.
We wouldn’t have dreamt of such a development last 
year, but Sogetsu was able to face up to the new chal-
lenges. In particular, the “Project to Encourage the 
Flower Industry” was a great success thanks to your 
support.
In the early spring of last year, the spread of the  novel 
coronavirus led to the cancellation of most  events 
such as graduation ceremonies and weddings, and the 
demand for flowers and ornamental plants remained 
sluggish accordingly. With the aim of wanting to do 
something for the people in the flower industry who 
have been crucial to us, we launched a project that 
I should create an ikebana work by raising support 
through crowdfunding. The response was beyond our 
expectations, with support from people in Japan and 
overseas far beyond our goal. These funds purchased 
5,000 glory lilies grown in Kochi Prefecture and I 
created a huge installation with a diameter of three 
meters. It was displayed in front of the entrance of the 
Sogetsu HQ building, attracting not only Sogetsu ike-
banists but also many people passing by on the street. 
Initially, we had the idea to put it on the upper level of 
Sogetsu Plaza, but I thought it was important to com-
municate our message to people who do not know 
about Sogetsu, so we decided to put it outside. I chose 
a sphere because I thought it would be easier for peo-
ple to accept a shape that everyone thinks lovely. In 
addition, “roundness” has pliability and makes people 
feel at ease. Even so, there were many problems to be 
worked out such as how to construct the framework 
and how to water. I felt nervous before starting the 
work, but the beautiful installation got completed. 
People took it up on social media as well, to the point 
where I was told, “Instagram turned completely red.”
It was there that I realized once again how great the 
glory lily is. Although every flower of the glory lily 
is red, it has a totally different tone and expression 
individually. That’s why even a simple sphere has 

movement, creating 
a mysterious charm 
that you never tire of 
seeing. Just a single 
flower is picturesque, 
but the beauty of a 
concentration of flow-
ers is something very 
special. They were so 
thrilling and showed 
such a variety of expressions that I made special 
detours to stop by the Sogetsu Kaikan when I was 
out for other errands, not only while making this 
work. The glory lily is a major flower material for the 
Sogetsu School, but it seems not to be so well known 
to the general public. The fact that I was able to  pub-
licise the name of this flower and its beauty was one 
of the significant aspects of this project. More  than 
anything, I think it was because each glory lily was 
filled with all your thoughts and feelings that it cap-
tured the minds of so many people. This has become 
my new masterpiece, but it is by no means a work  
just from me alone.  I think of it as a collaboration  
with those who supported this project.
This year will be the 20th anniversary of my succes-
sion as Iemoto. When I casually think back to ten 
years ago (the 10th anniversary of my being Iemoto), 
at that time I was thinking, “It’s only been ten years... 
and I’ve finally taken the first step.” Over the years, 
I have developed my own way of arranging flowers, 
interacting with people, and various other things. Of 
course, I will continue to build on without stopping 
here, but from now on, I would like to calm down to 
consolidate a bit  and work on things in a natural way. 
Many of you may know, my second son, Ken, has 
agreed to take over as the next Iemoto. Maybe that is 
why I am able to think like this.
After all I love to meet people in person. Online 
has its own advantages, but as soon as COVID-19 
is under control, I would like to rush to meet the 
Sogetsu members as well as the students who take 
these courses, and also resume the suspended “HANA 
SO with the Iemoto!” I’m already anticipating sharing 
the fun again.
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Review
Project to Encourage the Flower Industry 
“Even a Single Flower can Change Tomorrow”

The flower industry was seriously affected by the 
economic disaster caused the COVID-19, so Iemoto 
Akane created a huge spherical installation using 
Kochi-grown “Southern Wind” glory lilies with funds 
raised through crowdfunding. Her work, exhibited 
at the main entrance of the Sogetsu Kaikan from 
December 11th to 18th, 2020, caused a sensation.
The crowdfunding campaign, which ran from August 
to October last year, raised 5,094,000 yen, far exceed-
ing the target. That money was used to purchase about 
5,000 glory lilies to create her works. The Iemoto also 
made more works using glory lilies and displayed 
them in the stone garden and inside the building, com-
forting visitors’ anxieties. The installation was lit up 
at night and in support of the activities of the MAKE 
IT BLUE JAPAN Executive Committee, the stone 
garden was lit up in blue as a token of appreciation for 
all those who are fighting on the  medical front lines  
against the infection.

The Iemoto added the following message to this proj-
ect: “Even a single flower can change our way of 
living, yourself and tomorrow.— I really hope that 
through this project, you will feel the power of flow-
ers, which are there for you in these  unprecedented 
times.”




