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Original Works by Akane Teshigahara

T RERFDLE

HI2AEmD L HINAEHP VD ITFRERIILE LT,

EHmDAV ORI FOEA, HEDRRP LHINECIZ I 7= a v bREL LY 6.

The mimosa overflowing from the glass vase took center stage here. I also made sure to keep in mind the gradual
shading from the orange of the vase to the yellow of the mimosa, and the green to the red of the leaves.

M bHELL. DLBERATA. IEYT7HST {68 BIEAZZEE T X 1 103x120x100cm
Materials: Litsea citriodora, Japanese mahonia, Mimosa Vessel: Self-made glass vase

13

e DBE R A4 2 LIARST T,
$B5TKDEI LIV TRA IR, BT EEPIFL ST 24 AP LI LI
The transparency of the vase is the main feature of this work.

I imagined a scene where the Japanese quince and the camellia were floating on clear glass that looked like ice.

e IF, B R BYEHTRTERR Y X 1 66x70x100cm
Materials: Japanese quince, Camellia Vessel: Self-made glass vase

Photo / Chukyo Ozawa
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HODSKBHZFHDP ATFOH ZAEE DG, HHFZDVACLY ORI T2L5 0L,

The contrast between stillness and movement. I arranged the camellia in a glass vase filled with round bubbles and
stood still as if the camellia was alive and moving as it interacted with the vase.

T8 1B s BEAZRIESE T X 70x75x110cm
Materials: Camellia  Vessel: Self-made glass vase

15

HIANBDHEARHUTERE, LANADKRAD D TEE, PUIAbLEIILTHTLBh»EL 0T,
LORLDEBT2 ODEE VL2558 LT LT,

The bluish-purple of the glass vase and the reddish-purple of the Magnolia quinquepeta: a new charm evolved by
combining these colors. The yellow of the field mustard further enhanced the two purples.

B8 LA 20ld7e JE88 @ BIEASXIEER X 1 82x88x75¢cm
Materials: Magnolia quinquepeta, Field mustard Vessel: Self-made glass vase

14
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Project for the 20th Memorial of the Third Iemoto | final one |

I want Sogetsu to become more and more avant-garde. This is because there are infinite possibilities for expression
using plants. In other words, Sogetsu people are always blessed with the opportunities to challenge themselves.
I hope that Sogetsu will keep that spirit forever.
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:688 work by

Hiroshi Teshigahara

Bleached golden-apple, Magnolia
Photo: Chukyo Ozawa
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Information

Online Seminar for overseas Branch/SG in 2022

How about applying a seminar with other branches or
study groups? Or holding a viewing session with mem-
bers gathered in one or a couple of locations so that
they can enjoy together. Whatever suits you best.

The requests for themes, Master instructor of the HQ

in charge, or specific materials of the season can be
made. The demonstration and workshop are assisted

by a Sogetsu Atelier member or an assistant of Sogetsu
HQ class. Please enjoy live atmosphere relayed from the
classroom of the Sogetsu Kaikan.

Demonstration only (6-7 ikebana ar-
rangements from small to large sizes)
80
mins.

Demonstration and lecture (4-5
B |ikebana arrangements from small to
large sizes)

Demonstration (3-4 arrangements)
and Workshop (Max.10 persons)
(Eligible Work Shop participants:
above 3rd Certificate and a member 100
of branch/study group) mins.
*The workshop is open to view-
ing-only members if the host group
accepts.

Workshop only (Max. 12 persons)
(Eligible Work Shop participants:
above 3rd Certificate and a member
D |of branch/study group)

*The workshop is open to view-
ing-only members if the host group
accepts.

90
mins.

Application due date: 28th February 2022

Download the application form from the news section
of the STA members online page. Send the filled form by
e-mail to Overseas Affairs Department under the name
of the director/chairperson of the representative group.
*Not on a first come, first served basis.

*The availability of instructors and classroom is limited.
Please give us a couple of possible dates.

For your help

BContact list of the Branches/SGs

The HQ have compiled the contact list of those Branch-
es/SGs who consent privacy policy.

For the security reason, we will hand in the list only
upon request. Please download the request form, then
send a filled-in form back to the HQ by e-mail.
Download the request form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/forms

<Notice for the Branches/ Study Groups>

Submission of Annual Activity Report of 2021 /Election
Report

(1) Annual Activity Report for Sogetsu year 2021 (from
April 2021 to March 2022)

(2) Members’ list

(3) Election Report *only branch/study group which falls
on election year.

* The official e-forms (PDF/Excel format) are available to
download from Sogetsu website;

All the Branches and SGs are required to submit (1) and
(2) to the Headquarters. The Branches and SGs which
are due to have an election this year are also required
to submit (3)
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms

*We understand that many branches/study groups have
not been able to hold activities due to lockdown and
restriction. In such cases, please let us know the situa-
tion and how things have been going around you. It is
the second year of the pandemic and the circumstances
starts to differ in area and nations. Hearing from you is
most relieving and reassuring for us in Japan.

Submission Deadline: May 31, 2022
Accepted by E-mail or by post

[Welcome] Branch/ Study Group event announce-
ment/report on Sogetsu website

Have you ever visited the event page of Sogetsu official
website? It’s inspiring to share and see what is Sogetsu
friends doing around the world.
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/events/category/lo-
cal/?event_type=end

Why not invite other overseas members to them by
announcing the event on Sogetsu Website?

Download the announcement/report form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/re-
ports

Leaflets (English/ Chinese)

The leaflets for 2022 are available. Each Branch/SG will
be entitled to 200 complimentary copies sent by air mail
(printed matter) on request.

Download the order form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/leaf-
lets5

Thank you ! Season’s Greetings received

Thank you so much to all the overseas members for the
many seasonal greeting cards we have received. Your
cards were displayed and much appreciated in the office
of the HQ.

In Memoriam
Mrs. Masako Fukui December 18, 2020

INFORMATION | sma+

[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]

E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp

FAX: +81-3-3405-4947
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One Two Step @

My life with Ikebana / Shosei Ishikura

Master Instructors of the HQ talk about
their thoughts on ikebana and
memorable episodes

I feel the great movement of the times, especially
during these turbulent two years. While welcoming
the new, I am also reminded of the important things
that must be handed down to the next generation.

I came into Sogetsu when I was 15 years old. Now |
know that Sogetsu ikebana has foster me, guide me,
and made me the person I am today.

When I was young, lemoto Sofu told me to “listen
to what the flowers and plants are telling you”.
When I grew more as an ikebanist, lemoto Hiroshi
said, “Don’t get caught up in the names of plants.”
Later, as matured and experienced, I came to under-
stand that both /emotos meant the same thing; the
essence is to “look deeply into the plants and dis-
cover them”.

When I was studying with lemoto Hiroshi, 1
took the plastic arts class which was literally an
eye-opening experience. I was thrilled the stimulat-
ing lessons of contemporary artists. I also benefitted
from the chance to make pottery at that time, and
found the joy of arranging flowers in the ceramics I
made at the Sogetsu Ceramics Kiln in Fukui and at
the HQ.

My resolve is to go on being first and foremost a

“Sogetsu ikebanist” throughout the changing times,
while seeking a high sense of beauty through free
expression.
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Shosei Ishikura

Entered the Sogetsu School in 1951. Taught directly
from Sofu Teshigahara at his Mita Class. Became a
Master Instructor of the HQ in 1990. She pursues the
possibilities of plants to the limit which leads to the
creation of highly figurative works. She has learned the
essence of Sogetsu ikebana first-hand from the succes-
sive lemotos and now is eager to pass her experience S5,
to the next generation. Awards: Sogetsu Distinction :’&&
Award, Hiroshi Teshigahara Award, Sogetsu Honor )

and the pleasures of ceramic art.

aEME

Award, and others. Photo books: “HANAO” (2001) which features “lkebana
in a place”. “Play with clay” (2006), a photo book of the self-made ceramics
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Important Notice for Overseas Members
BATEDODEIENEEZER Ao

STA Membership Card and
So Newsletter will move to
a digital version

We are pleased to announce that we
will transfer the So Newsletter and the
Membership Card, which are currently deliv-
ered to you by postal mail, to the Sogetsu
Teachers’ Association (STA) Members’ Site
in August 2022 and April 2023, respectively.
Accordingly, the mailing of the Newsletter
to overseas members will end with the June
2022 issue (No. 274), and the issuance of
the paper Membership Card will also end in
April 2022. After that point, you can view
the Newsletter and the Membership Card on
the STA Members’ Site from your smart-
phone or any PC.

The Members’ Site, which was launched in
2020, includes a digital version of each issue
of the Newsletter and has been well received
by members as they can get the information
quickly. If you haven’t seen it yet, please take
this opportunity to access it.

As we continue to make efforts to improve
our services even further, we would appreci-
ate your continued support.

Sogetsu Foundation

April 2022

Issuance of the Membership Card. The paper version
will end in 2022, and it will be transferred to the
Members' Site in 2023.

June 2022

Publication of the So Newsletter June issue.
The paper version of the Newsletter will end with this
issue.

August 2022

Start of the digital version of S6 Newsletter only on
the Members' Site with the August issue.
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Special Interview: 50 Questions for Ken Teshigahara

Ken Teshigahara shared his thoughts about becoming the next
Iemoto in the Spring 2021 issue of the quarterly magazine Sogetsu.
This time, we asked him to answer 50 questions to help our mem-
bers get to know him a little better.

1. When is your birthday?

I was born on July 1, 1994. I'm currently 27 years old.

2. What is your blood type and zodiac sign?

My blood type is A and my zodiac sign is Cancer.

3. Do you have any siblings?

I have an older brother. We are only a year apart, so we have been
like twins ever since we were little.

4. What is your current job?

For the past four years I have been working for a consulting firm in
New York. I specialize in mergers and acquisitions.

5. Why and how were you named Ken which is expressed with
the Chinese character #?

The Chinese character means sawgrass and it is pronounced kaya
in Japanese. This plant can be used as roofing material. Because
it traps air, it keeps the house cool in summer and warm in winter.
My grandfather (lemoto Hiroshi) gave me this name in hopes that I
would have such flexibility.

6. What is your normal daily schedule?

I wake up around 6:30. Since my neck surgery in 2020, I have been
doing about an hour and a half of rehab every day. I work remotely
at home most of the time until 9 or 10 p.m. pretty much nonstop.

7. Do you wake up well?

Yes, generally. When I’'m under a lot of stress maybe not so
much, or I may wake up earlier.

8. What’s the first thing you do in the morning?

I check my email. If there is an urgent requirement, I

reply immediately. If not, the first thing is to prepare
coffee and do my rehab exercises.

9. Have you had any dreams recently?

I came back to Japan for the New Year’s holi-

days. I was probably very tired because I had a

series of nightmares and the situations were so

real [laughter].

10. What’s your earliest memory?

Fighting with my brother when I was about

three or four years old.

11. Where is your favorite spot in NYC?

I live on the West Side of Manhattan. I sometimes

take a walk along the Hudson River with my
friends on mornings when I’'m off from work. I
love the atmosphere.

12. What food do you recommend in New York?
Everything is pretty good. I sometimes go to steak-
houses that serve massive beef cuts that you would
never find in Japan.

13. Where is your favorite spot in Tokyo?

That would be my home. I can relax. But now, when I
go back to New York, I feel like I’'m back home there
too. I probably would get yelled at from a genuine New
Yorker for saying this [laughter].

14. Is there anything you always eat when you come

back to Japan?

Yakiniku. Yakiniku in New York costs more than twice as
much as it does in Japan, and it’s not as good.

15. What are your strengths? - e
Being sure to prepare and make an effort. I have always
been like this since I was a child.

16. What are your shortcomings? -

I guess I'm a person who makes a incti

work and private. For example, on weekdays when I’'m busy
with work, I can’t think of meeting anyone. It may not be a
bad thing, but it’s sometimes mentally hard.

17. Are you positive or negative? !

Both. My base is negative, but I'm always tb(inking about how

y
’

to make it positive. The same goes for the preparation and effort I
mentioned about my strengths. I tend to worry, so I make sure to be
fully prepared.

18. Are you an indoor person or an outdoor person?

This would also be both. I used to be an outdoor-only person, but
recently I’ve come to think that being an indoor person is also
important. For example, if I go out on Sunday, I make sure to relax
and stay at home in the evening. Otherwise, I can’t reset myself.

Ken Teshigahara

Born in 1994 as the second son
of lemoto Akane. Ken attended

he went on to study economics at

companies in New York.

Nishimachi International School and
the American School in Japan before

Trinity College in the U.S. He currently
works for one of the leading consulting

35. What’s the be:
Meals. On w

19. Have you ever kept an animal?

I had a Shih Tzu dog when I lived with my family. When I was in
college, the nine of us who shared a room had a German Shepherd.
I had a hard time as the dog bit my clothes and wallet, though.

20. What is your favorite color?

Blue or white. My clothes are all in those types of colors.

21. What is your favorite flower material?

That’s a hard one. I think bamboo is manly and cool.

22. What is your favorite music?

It changes from time to time, but I have always listened to rock
music from the 1960s and 1990s.

23. Do you have any specific treasure?

I treasure all the gifts I receive, including underwear and socks. I
cherish things that contain the thoughts and feelings of the people
who gave them to me.

24. Who are the people who have influenced you or whom you
admire?

My mother, and close friends. Seeing people work hard is the best
motivation for me.

25. What advice still sticks with you?

My grandmother, who lived with us, instilled in me the Japanese
way of caring, manners, and the basics of how a person should be.
I’m Japanese, and I was born into an ikebana family, so I’'m happy
about that.

26. What is the most memorable book, TV show, or video game
you have ever seen?

I read a lot of biographies. It is interesting to learn about the inner
life of people, both famous and ordinary. Recently, I read with great
interest the biography of David Goggins (former US soldier and
ultra-marathon runner).

27. If you had to pick one hobby, what would it be?

Recently it’s cooking. If I had the chance, I would love to cook in a
professional fully-equipped kitchen.

28. Do you have any specific hobbies you want to pursue?
Anything creative like painting, photography, and guitar. But they
are all things to do alone. I like to do things with other people, so I
might not end up doing it [laughter].

29. What is your favorite view?

My friend’s house is located in the mountains, about a two-hour
drive from Manhattan. The natural beauty of the area calms me
down when I drink coffee there.

30. Where do you want to go now?

I was born and raised in Japan, and I used to ski, but I’ve never
actually been to Hokkaido. I’ve heard that the snow in Hokkaido is
great, so [ want to ski there.

31. What are you doing when you feel happy?

When I’m spending time with my family and friends.

32. Do you have any personal interests?

Golf. No matter how much you practice, you’ll never get your game
to where you want it to be. Even if you improve one thing, another
issue will come up. That’s why we can keep playing golf no matter
how old we get.

33. Have you ever felt like you were in a slump?

Work is a repetition of slumps. Just like golf, I believe that I can
improve through overcoming these slumps.

34. How do you relieve stress?

I don’t particularly consider it a way to relieve stress, but when I
do cardio and take a shower my mind reset. Good ideas tend to
pop up under these conditions. -

’ ays, I try to eat healthy, but on weekends I give
myself a break.
36. What do you pay attention to stay healthy?

Diet and exercise. Especially about the food I eat — the more I learn
about it, the more I realize how important nutrition is, so now I’'m
conscious about eating a balanced diet.

37. What is the most common topic of conversation with your
friends?

Sometimes we talk about work, but most of the time it’s just ran-

dom stuff [laughter]. I guess that’s why I can maintain the same
relationship with my old friends.

38. When making a major decision, what criteria do you often
use?

I try to listen to the opinions of those around me. I used to feel
embarrassed about revealing my concerns, but now I can share them
freely with people I trust, and I feel much better that way.

39. What type of people do you like?

This is connected to the teachings of my grandmother. I like caring
people. I like people who care about those around them first before
they care about themselves.

40. What has made you happy lately?

The fact that I was able to return to Japan in this way.

41. What have you been angry about lately?

I was mad my suitcase didn’t come out smoothly at the airport
[laughter]. I'm not the type to lose my temper, but I do try to say
what I need to say.

42. What’s been frustrating you lately?

Before returning home, I played tennis with an advanced player. I
was so exhausted that I couldn’t even breathe soon after I started
to play. That was a little frustrating, or rather embarrassing for me.
43. What is your best memory from this year?

Recently, I went for a drive with friends after everything was set
for me to go back to Japan. It was just the right time for a beautiful
sunset and the music played nicely. That impression still lingers on
with me.

44. What do you want to accomplish next year?

My neck still hurts all the time now, so I hope it improves and
things get back to normal.

45. What do you want most right now?

Nothing. Just a new neck!

46. What are you most interested in right now?

While I was back in Japan this time, I went to the Sogetsu Atelier to
make a Kadomatsu. It was the first time I saw the process of split-
ting bamboo into 16 pieces. I’ve seen bamboo works many times
before, but it was very interesting to learn how much time and effort
goes into them.

47. Which of Iemoto Akane’s works left the biggest impression
on you?

A few years ago, I saw my mother’s demonstration at Columbia
University Hospital. I thought that once she completed the work,
she would turn it around to face the audience. However, I noticed
that she arranged it (from behind) facing the audience throughout
the performance. When I told my mother about it later, she said, “all
Sogetsu people can do that.” I was quite impressed.

48. What do you feel is similar between Iemoto Akane and your-
self?

We both can see people’s emotions and respond accordingly. Even
if they don’t show their emotions, we can tell. After my mother and
I talk with someone, we often share our impressions by saying, “she
was so angry, wasn’t she?”

49. You talked about your determination as the next Iemoto in
the Iemoto Interview from the Spring 2021 issue of the quarter-
ly magazine Sogetsu. What have you done since then to prepare
for the succession?

I’ve started participating in Sogetsu’s meetings remotely. I'm get-
ting a better grasp of the workflow, but I feel I need to learn more.
In the future, I would like to increase the weight of my time given
to Sogetsu while maintaining a balance with my current work in
consulting.

50. Please give a message to lemoto Akane on the 20th anniver-
sary of her succession.

It has been twenty years since Grandfather passed away and you
all of a sudden took on the burden of everything. As a son and as
a person, I’'m very proud of you and grateful for what you have
accomplished. Seeing such attitude from my mother, I was able to
make up my mind to become the lemoto of Sogetsu. You are my
greatest motivation!

Photo / Yoshitomo Tanaka
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Exhibition Report

The 102nd Sogetsu Annual Exhibition to Celebrate lemoto’s 20th Anniversary “Flowers and Me”

(Top left) The lemoto's work which was displayed at the front entrance of the Sogetsu Kaikan. (Top right) The "Color Area”
at the top of the Sogetsu Plaza. The theme color for the sixth through eighth periods was blue. We supported the "MAKE IT
BLUE" campaign to show our gratitude to health care professionals working in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. (bottom
left) The "Special Area to Celebrate the lemoto's 20th Anniversary” with ikebana works arranged in ceramic vases made by

lemoto Akane. (bottom right) The "Photo lkebana" section.

For the first time in these two years following cancel-
lation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Sogetsu
Annual Exhibition was held at the Sogetsu Kaikan.
While taking thorough measures to prevent the spread
of the infection, the exhibition was held with a small
group over two days in each period, in a total of nine
periods.

Prior to the opening of this exhibition, lemoto Akane’s
large work was displayed at the front entrance of
the Sogetsu Kaikan. The beautiful light curls of the
split bamboo attracted the attention of passers-by on
Aoyama-dori, and posted on their social media pages.
This exhibition consisted of five areas. In the Sogetsu
Plaza, there was the “Color Area” with the specific
theme colors in addition to the “Free Style Arranging

Photo / Katsuhiro Ichikawa (Top left, Top right)

Area.” The Lounge on the 2nd floor was the “Special
Area to Celebrate the lemoto’s 20th Anniversary,” in
which the exhibitors used ceramic vases that had been
made by the Jemoto. Also, there was the “Challenge
Area” with a small exhibition space and the ‘“Photo
Ikebana” section where even members in far-flung
areas could exhibit their works. For the event, the
lemoto sent the following message. “Now is a time
that we are in danger of losing connections between
people. So I want all of you to comprehend the story
of each of the exhibitors as told through flowers.”

The total number of ikebana works on display was
430. Each one of them expressed the person who cre-
ated it and their joy at arranging flowers.
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Message from Kiri Teshigahara

From a young age I had always thought that India was both a
wondrous and sacred place. From what I had seen from photo-
graphs or on television documentary programs, I had painted this
picture in my head of a country that contained every single color
that existed from a color wheel. I had never dreamed that I would
actually visit this magical place with my father, but sure enough,
in 1983, my father, Hiroshi Teshigahara (the third /emoto) and
I had a roundtrip ticket booked. We were sent by the Japan
Foundation (Kokusai Koryt Kikin) who had appointed us to dis-
seminate the art of Ikebana to India as per their mission to spread
Japanese traditional culture to India.

The colors in India were beautiful. There were so many colors -
vivid yellow, pink, gold, red and orange. The women wore beau-
tiful hand-sewn stitched saris. To me, Indian women were beau-
tiful with gorgeous saris and thick black hair. This tradition was
unlike anything I had seen before. We also had the privilege of
visiting an Indian wedding. The bride was covered with hennaed
hands and feet, and overwhelmingly beautiful golden jewelry. It
was a vibrant, intricately planned ceremony, full of celebration
and tradition. We were all moved by the beauty we saw before us.
We were told that anyone could be invited to an Indian wedding,
and we were so happy that members from the wedding invited us
to attend. We moved around in cars, some of which had no air
conditioning. It was torture when we had to drive through a long
gravel road for long hours, and a strong dust came into the car
through the open windows. Of course, my father who was a clean
freak, covered his nose and mouth with a handkerchief, while
wearing black sunglasses like a pair of goggles. I could tell that
he was in a horrible mood while remaining silent throughout the
entire car ride.

Cows would cross in front of us, and of course we had to wait
until they crossed the road. They took their time, and sometimes
there were 10 cows at a time. My guess was that it was a family
of cows crossing the road. We waited since cows are considered
to be holy animals of India. Again, my father, who was impatient
and hated to be late for any appointment, was in a horrible mood.
However, we had made it safely to New Delhi, and first on our
itinerary was to meet the 3rd prime minister, Indira Gandhi.
When she had invited us to her office, we saw a remarkable
Tkebana there and my father immediately asked, “Who arranged
that Ikebana?” She responded, “Me,” with a beautiful smile. He
then replied, “That is a beautiful arrangement!” We were both so
moved by her thoughtfulness to arrange Ikebana for us for our
first visit to India. We immediately felt a connection with her, as
her elegance and strength was so infectious. What a privilege it
was for us to meet her. During my father’s demonstration a few
days later, she sat right in front of him with a look of fascination
on her face. When she was leaving, we saw her off to her vehi-
cle. She had her windows rolled down all the way and gracefully
waved at us with a big smile. Both my father and I thought what a
beautiful elegant charming lady she is!

My father and I were also invited to an Indian Sogetsu member’s
home so that we may hear her daughter play sitar. The sound
that came out of her sitar was breathtaking. My father also loved
Indian art, and he loved Satyajit Ray’s films and Ravi Shankar’s
music. Such amazing, talented artists from India promoted the
strength and beauty of Indian art with the whole world.

During our visit, we also went to see the sunrise on the Ganges

river. The Ganges has a strong presence within the Hindu religion
and is also a bridge between sin and virtue. Hindu people believe
that the river to be sacred and holy. It is because of this holiness
that many make the pilgrimage to the city of Varanasi to wash
away their sins in the water. We got into a boat when it was still
dark, and went to a spot where many people were gathered doing
their own activities; people were bathing, washing their clothes
and diving underwater to bathe in holy water. We also saw dead
animals and other bodies float nearby. People were collecting
water from the river to bring back home to use for prayers. The
site of Varanasi was unlike anything I had seen before. As we
were amidst this panorama, we realized that both Life and Death
could equally exist on the river Ganges. We spent several hours
at this unreal place. None of us made a sound or said a word. No
matter how polluted the Ganges river had become, people sub-
merged themselves into the water in order to purify themselves,
which in certain ways represents the life and death of India.

The sunsets that we saw in India were some of the most beautiful
purple colors.

Towards the end of our trip was a visit to the Taj Mahal, which
had such incredible architecture. My father was overwhelmed
by its beauty, size and its ivory white marble construction. We
were asked to wear plastic booties on our shoes so that we didn’t
damage anything. After we came out of the building, two old
musicians dressed in white attire appeared with their instruments.
The instruments they pulled out of their bags looked like guitars,
but only had one string attached (somebody later told us that
these were ektars). They sat down and started to sing and play.
The song they sang was so beautiful and unforgettable. We will
never lose that memory.

My father had later commented to me: “Designers like Issey
Miyake must have been influenced by Indian men’s clothing.” I
completely agree with him. Our trip to India was truly an indel-
ible experience that both my father cherished, and I will cherish
forever: a vast place filled with mysterious beauty and yet such
hardship. The trip truly taught us how important it is to honor
life. My father had said to me that he was both physically and
mentally affected by his travels, but he also said that with these
new experiences, he carved out new creative paths for himself.
My only regret was that my father and I didn’t have a chance
to return to India, but I felt so lucky to share that time with him
there.
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Keep Right on Talking! No.80 : Akane Teshigahara

Surrounded by a different kind of space

More than a month has already gone by in 2022. I can
only hope that this year will be peaceful and fruitful.
Last year, although we were subject to various restric-
tions on our activities, we did our best to make prog-
ress as much as we could.

One of the most moving events was “RELEASE”
Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibition for 20th
Anniversary which was held in November at the
Sogetsu Kaikan Annex Atelier. The toughest part to
decide for that solo exhibition was the number of
works to display. After much deliberation, I designed
the layout while keeping the number of works to a
minimum level, but I did wonder if I should increase
them, to the point of literally having nightmares about
it. However, I changed my mind midway through
the preparation, thinking that I should do whatever I
wanted to in my solo exhibition: as was the Sogetsu
principle of my Jemoto predecessors, so | just concen-
trated on my production.

As some of the works were quite large, I had more
difficulties than usual, but the Sogetsu Atelier staff
members were a great support for me under such
circumstances. As I watched them working with all
their might, I thought to myself, “they can’t work any
harder than they already are...” Whenever I felt daunt-
ed or a bit hesitant, they said to me as if they could
read my mind, “Don’t think it’s impossible! Let’s give
it a try first!” I was encouraged by them. Thanks to
that, I was able to complete powerful works without
any compromise. Even so, until the very end, I was
still worried about whether I would really be able to
offer visitors something enjoyable, but the moment I
saw everyone come on the first day, I was convinced
of my success. All of their faces looked as if they had
entered the wonderland I had been aiming to create.
The atmosphere, reminiscent of a different dimension,
could only be realized in this Atelier space. I wanted
everyone to experience the special thrill that no other
exhibition venue could offer.

The giant spherical installation at the center of the
venue incorporated a work by my grandfather, Sofu,
which had been lying in a warehouse. | was deter-
mined to use it when I found it, but its presence is
still exceptional. It became the heart of the work,
and I could even hear Sofu breathing within it. The

With the main work at the Akane Teshigahara Solo
Exhibition "RELEASE". The area in red is part of Sofu's
work.The power from my grandfather was also a big boost.
My heartfelt gratitude goes to everyone who visited the
exhibition.

period of this solo exhibition overlapped with that
of the 102nd Sogetsu Annual Exhibition. The timing
was precious because the spread of the COVID-19
had just settled down and the Omicron variant had
not yet appeared. In addition, we were blessed with
sunny weather every day during the exhibition, and
I couldn’t help but think that it was a blessing from
Sofu who was particularly attached to this place, to
add to the mood of the Atelier.

Every event has a certain sadness when it comes to
an end, but it might be the first time that I had such a
strong feeling of not wanting to leave. In fact, I tried
to extend the exhibition period, but as might have
been expected, it was difficult to do so suddenly, so
instead, we extended the opening hours to allow vis-
itors to see the exhibition in the evening. At a normal
exhibition site, there is not much difference between
day and night, but in the Atelier, because of the large
influence of outside light, the atmosphere changes
more than you might imagine at night. I heard that
some people visited the exhibition twice, once in the
daytime and once at night, as my works shone beauti-
fully as if they were floating in the dark night.

In the two large works of this exhibition, I did not
use vases as the main feature. By not doing so, the
plants looked as if they were emerging directly from
the ground, and I received numerous comments from
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the visitors that they felt the life force of the flowers
and were energized more than usual. Although it was
nominally a solo exhibition in commemoration of the
20th anniversary of my succession as /emoto, it would

Exhibition Report

be my great pleasure if I could lift some of the sinking
feeling caused by the pandemic. The future is still
uncertain, but I hope to have more opportunities like
this exhibition this year.

“RELEASE"” Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibition for 20th Anniversary

The main works in the Atelier. The spherical work was placed in the center of the room, and the two corresponding large
works were dynamically arranged using the original shelves. Brightly colored materials, such as fire thorn and idesia, were
used for one, and subdued colored materials, such as princess tree and Japanese apricot with moss, were positioned in the
other.

The Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibition “RELEASE”
was held in commemoration of the 20th anniversary
of her succession as lemoto. The venue she chose was
the Sogetsu Kaikan Annex Atelier. This has been the
place of creation for successive generations of lemoto
and the heart of the Sogetsu School and is scheduled
to be demolished within a few years due to the rede-
velopment of the surrounding area.

Her works were displayed not only in the Atelier
building but also all over the site, including the exte-
rior stairs, the adjacent ironworks, and even the dust-

bins. The work fused with such quirky places greatly
entertained the visitors.

The main piece was a spherical work made of steel,
driftwood, and Juniperus chinensis. A part of a
Sofu’s work was also incorporated, which caused
a buzz. About this work, “The histories of Sogetsu
and myself and the condensed energy of plants
are released,” said lemoto Akane. “I expressed the
moment when another entity was made.” This exhibi-
tion, which showed the new possibilities of ikebana,
soothed and cheered peoples’ hearts.

Photo / Naoki Fujioka





