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Information

Cancellation and Change of Schedule due to
COVID-19

We regret to inform you that we changed the
schedule of the events below taking the effect of
COVID-19 into consideration

Thank you for your understanding and please
contact us if you have any questions.

< Postponed >

eAkane Festa

Rescheduled date: Sun 9th August 13:30-

e AT Award Exhibition

Rescheduled dates: Thu 18th- Fri 19th June
eExhibition by Sogetsu Headquarters Plastic Arts
Courses

Rescheduled dates: Tue 28th- Fri 31st July

< Cancelled >

eSpring Seminar 2020: Apr. 17-18

eSogetsu Exhibition, Shinjuku: May 28 -Jun 2

Calendar of Events 2020
Aug. 10- 16 Sogetsu HQ closes for summer vacation

*Schedules above are subject to change.

International Class, lemoto Class and Teachers’
Workshop

The details are shown on the webpage below:
http://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e

Note: Teachers’ Workshop is held in Japanese. If you
wish to attend this class and require English speaking
assistance, please make reservations at least two_
weeks beforehand.

International Class: 4,140 yen per lesson

lemoto Class: 5,600 yen per lesson

Teachers’ Workshop: 1st lesson of the month 12,200
yen per lesson

2nd and further lessons 6,100 yen per lesson

[ Branches/SGs ]

Submission of Annual Activity Report /Election
Report

(1) Annual Activity Report for Sogetsu year 2019
(from April 2019 to March 2020)

(2) Members’ list

(3) Election Report * only branch/study group which
falls on election year.

All the Branches and SGs are required to submit (1)
and (2) to the Headquarters. The Branches and SGs
which are due to have an election this year are also
required to submit (3).

Submission Deadline: May 31, 2020

*the due date can be extended.

Accepted by attached to E-mail or postal service

e Official Forms available online

We will NOT send the report form in paper by post.
The official e-forms (PDF/Excel format) will be
available to download from Sogetsu website;
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms

Leaflets (English/ Chinese)
The leaflets for 2020 will be available in April. Each

Branch/SG will be entitled to 200 complimentary
copies sent by regular airmail on request. Additional
copies are available for purchase.

We accept orders from individuals.

Download the order form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
leaflets

Establishment and promotion

eYuuma Study Group, Jordan, is promoted to
Amman central Branch as of November 1,2019.
eIndus Study Group, Pakistan, is established as of
February 1, 2020.

eKarachi Study Group, Pakistan, is established as of
February 1, 2020.

Our best wishes to the members of all branches and
study groups above.

[ Other information ]

eNotice for the members in Brazil

As of the 1st of January 2020, Receita Federal
(Ministry of Economy) strongly suggests that all
mails and parcels sent to Brazil from overseas should
write a receiver’s CPF (individual tax registration)
along with the name.

In order to assure the safer delivery of all documents
from the HQ, we request the members living in Brazil
to contact Services for Membership Department and
inform their CPF.

Contact : members@sogetsu.or.jp

Thank you for your cooperation.

Acknowledgement

Thank you to the Sogetsu Hawaii Branch for the
contributions to the Sogetsu Cultural Activities
Promotional Fund.

Award Winner

We are pleased to announce that the Foreign
Minister’'s Commendations FY2019 was awarded

to the following STA member to acknowledge her
contribution to promotion of Japanese culture in her
country.

Mrs. Chai Teng Kooi (Ex-director of Kuala Lumpur
Branch)

The 8th Everyone’s Sogetsu lkebana Exhibition on
Facebook
We received 165 entries from around the world.
Thank you very much!
After due consideration by the lemoto Akane
Teshigahara, four works have been selected to
receive prizes. The following three overseas STA
members received the Prize:
Golden Moon Prize: Ms. Silvia Barucci (ITALY)
Silver Moon Prize: Ms. Deborah Gianola (ITALY)
Ms. HUI-CHING HO (TAIWAN)
Grand lkeru-chan Prize: Akatsuki Sugiura (JAPAN)
*Please see pictures in the “So” Magazine p.27.
The lemoto’s comments and the details such as the
theme, material etc. are shown on the webpage below:
https://www.facebook.com/sogetsu.exhibition/

In Memoriam
Mrs. Judith McCulloch  February 29, 2020

[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation] E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp  FAX: +81-3-3405-4947
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Title of the event: TBA

Host: Sogetsu New South Wales Branch (Australia)
New Date: TBA

Please refer to the website for details.

Enquires: https://www.sogetsu-ikebana.org.au/
email address: sogetsu.ikebana.nsw@gmail.com

Schedule of lemofto’s Visit (Overseaqs)

[ Postponed ] lemoto Akane Teshigahara will visit Australia.

Event description: Sogetsu New South Wales Branch will be honored to host lemoto Akane Teshigahara
at the anniversary events in Sydney, celebrating 60 years of Sogetsu in Australia and New Zealand.

Intfroduction of new Study Group overseas

Indus Study Group, Pakistan “Like flow of the Indus: Steady and throughout Pakistan™

Indus Study Group began its journey in 1999 under
Mrs. Tapal’s direction with twenty-eight members.
The members of the group have been eagerly learn-
ing Sogetsu ikebana, travelling to the World Shows
in Japan and inviting late Mrs. Leela Rajkumar for
demonstration and workshops.

We put up our exhibitions in Karachi as well as in
other big cities in Pakistan, such as Lahore. Regular
classes are held at the Japanese Consulate and other
places by Mrs. Tapal.

We showcase our work each year at the most pres-
tigious show in Karachi, The National Horticulture
Show, where our stall is much appreciated by the
visiting public.

Workshops, demonstrations and introductory classes
are held at educational institutions to facilitate the
students in the art of Ikebana.

Introduction of new Study Group overseas

Karachi Study Group, Pakistan “Challenging and encouraging”

The Karachi Study Group started its activity in 2013
by 6 teachers of Sogetsu School.

Since then the group has taken part in exhibitions
through Ikebana International and held monthly
workshops on different topics. We encourage our
members to come up with ever new ideas and often
invite our teacher Mr. Christopher Lim to brush up
our techniques.

As part of our outreach program we create arrange-
ments in a beauty salon and give a demonstration
there. Also we happily teach at schools and colleges
to attract the students who may become interested in
Sogetsu Ikebana.

We will continue to promote the art of Sogetsu
Ikebana throughout Karachi.
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The examinations for the Riji and the Komon
degree which are the highest of all the Sogetsu
certificates are held once every year. This year,
in Japan, the examinations were held on the 28th
January at the Osaka School, and 30th January
at the Sogetsu Kaikan. Participants from all over
Japan took a written examination and a practi-
cal examination. Overseas members also took

Questions for the Promotional Examination to

the Riji degree

1. Draw a diagram (front view and top view) of
Variation No.3 Upright Style Moribana (in
Reverse) using a round Suiban. Indicate the
angles and directions of the three main stems.
Also, explain about adding the subordinate
stems, and indicate the placement of the Kenzan.

2. Write about the following sentence from Sofu
Teshigahara’s Kadensho.
Living in a land with an abundance of flowers is
certainly a blessing, but if they weren’t available,
I wouldn’t waste my time trying to find them.
The main element of ikebana is not the flower
but the spirit of bringing them to life.

Promotional Examinations for the Riji and the Komon degree 2020

the examinations through correspondence. The
questions for the written examination were sent
to examinees via e-mail on the same day as the
examination in Japan. Examinees submitted pic-
tures for given assignments instead of taking a
practical examination in Japan. For your study
interest, the questions for this year were as fol-
lows.

Questions for the Promotional Examination to

the Komon degree

1. Draw a diagram (front view and top view) of
Basic Slanting Style Moribana (in Reverse)
using a round Suiban. Indicate the angles
and directions of the three main stems. Also,
explain about adding the subordinate stems,
and indicate the placement of the Kenzan.

2. Write about the following sentence from Sofu
Teshigahara’s The Fifty Principles of Sogetsu.
31. Ikebana may be comparable to painting,
music or sculpture.

We send information regarding the Riji and the Komon examinations to teaching Riji holders every autumn.
If you are interested in taking the promotional examinations, please ask your teacher.

Master Instructors of the Sogetsu HQ 2020

Miharu Akiyama Ryu Ishikawa Tankei Kubo Seiko Ozawa Tanho Tagaya
Tamae Eguchi Shosei Ishikura Iccho Kuboshima Suikei Sakaguchi Suisen Takagi
Koshu Enomoto Gaho Isono Sanae Maeda Koyo Sasaki Reiko Takenaka
Sanae Fukunaga Koka Iwabuchi Katei Motoe Koei Sawada Kaen Tanno
Koka Fukushima Hakuho Kajitani Kazuko Nakada Ikuen Sekita Ryo Tazawa
Shiyo Genda Shuko Kano Sozan Nakamura Junga Shinozaki Soko Tomita
Yoichi Hinata Seika Kasuya Kosa Nishiyama Hiromi Sugioka

Tanshuho Hiraishi
Yoka Hosono
Misei Ishikawa

Ken Katayama
Kumiko Kato

Tetsunori Kawana

Seishu Okamoto
Shinobu Okazaki
Masanaga Okubo

Assistants of the Sogetsu HQ 2020

Yorika Azuma

Seiko Hamada
Suisho Higuchi
Rosen Kimoto

Satoka Kitajima
Suijun Kitauchi
Hosei Kubota

Meiho Maruyama

Makiko Morange
Shiho Morishima
Reiyu Morita
Seiho Muto

Bisen Sumide
Eikou Sumura
Shoryu Tabuchi

Misho Nakamura
Reito Oizumi
Sato Omukai
Seisui Ono

Shimon Takahashi
Chieko Taniguchi
Shoe Yamagami
Kosei Yokochi
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One Two Step

Teacher's Guide to Teaching ® Gaho Isono

Tips and Advice when Creating Ikebana

The necessary things when composing ikebana
works are the thoughts of the arranger and the tech-
niques to give shape to the imagination, I think. For
every ikebana, taking the viewers and the placement
into account is essential. It is, therefore, important
to acquire creative ideas and skills to be able to
adapt to various arranging situations.

About my work exhibited in
The Sogetsu Exhibition, Shinjuku
“Flowers and their vases”

The containers used for the miniature ikebana
works were created by Mr. Fumio Aida, who was
very much my senior when I was in Sogetsu atelier
staff. He made them by shaving off Japanese cedar
wood pieces with a small knife, burning the surfac-
es with a burner, and polishing them. These con-
tainers have unique shapes with beautiful patterns
of wood grain, which made me happy when arrang-
ing flowers there. Each of them has a drilled hole
into which an injection needle cap is inserted so that
it can contain water. Creating miniature ikebana is

a good opportunity for close observation of plants. |
composed an original cosmic space while discover-
ing the beauty of each single petal and pistil.
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The Sogetsu Exhibition, Shinjuku “Flowers and their vases”
Work by Gaho Isono

Materials: Colored Golden-bells, Colored Nepenthes, Maple,
Holly olive, Sword fern, Hinoki, Dracaena concinna, Billy
buttons, Prairie gentian, Gerbera, Pink, Persicaria longiseta,

Poppy
Base: Acrylic plate

Gaho Isono

After working for the Sogetsu atelier of the third
lemoto Hiroshi Teshigahara for 11 years, Isono opened
her ikebana class. As Master Instructor of the Sogetsu
Headquarters, she teaches at the lemoto Class and other
classes including those held at private companies and
elementary schools, as well as creating many works for
hotels and other public spaces.

A+EHiIE
BZART-MEATREDERT7RI)IIC
I ERBH. DR WIS HELEE
T2 REIF AEHEMME LTRTHERE
ZHEHY ZOMEE NFRTHHEMZE
BB EIRTNIBEDAHERHTH, B %
(D757 —=0%FMITW%,

D a Newsletter

p.04

Sogetsu Textbook 5 Q&A Key word "Creation”

Here are some tips and answers to the questions for studying of the themes.
(The same article in Japanese was in Summer 2018 edition of “Sogetsu” magazine.)

Green Plant Materials (5-4)

[Q] Some students may feel at a loss what to do if it
is their first time to attempt an arrangement using
green only.

[A] Mentioning such points as the shades of green,
the lines of stems, the surfaces of leaves, and other
clues can inspire the students’ new discoveries and
creative ideas. They can start from looking at the
materials closely.

[Q] May we use plants with green-color buds?

[A] Yes, you can use them without any problem.
When displaying the work featuring this theme
in an exhibition, however, you should not choose
materials with buds which are green but then turn to
different colors when they bloom during the exhibi-
tion period.

Composition Expressing a Movement
(5-18)

[Q] I want to express the verb “tangle” by inter-
twining plant materials, but can I do that as
“Intertwining Plant Materials” is for the theme of
Sogetsu Textbook 3-16?

[A] You can make your work on this theme by using
your intertwining technique. Be careful, however,
not to end up with the work without any sense of
movement because of too much intertwining. Your
finished work should be expressing a movement.

[Q] If such verbs as bind or fold are chosen, the
work can be made by just binding or folding the
plants. How should I deal with the theme?

[A] The theme aims to create a work which looks as
if it is in motion. Your work should not look static
by merely binding or folding the plant materials.
Try to create an arrangement in which a movement
can be felt by making good use of the techniques
you’ve already acquired.

Arrangements for Celebrations (5-11)

[Q] The theme seems to be similar to Textbook
4-19 “Specific Scenes, Occasions or Spaces.” Can
I interpret the theme in the same way? I think these
two themes are the same in a sense of making an
arrangement to please the recipients.

[A] The aim of “Specific Scenes, Occasions or
Spaces” in Textbook 4-19 is to compose works
by assuming various situations such as weddings,
funerals, and other ceremonial occasions, events,
or decorating one’s own home entrance. The impor-
tance of respecting the feeling of viewers is the
same for both themes but this theme is more specif-
ic to express the feeling of celebration.

Complementing an Art Work (5-20)

[Q] What is the definition of “Art” in the theme?
The Textbook says printed post cards are included.
What is the allowable range of art works? Does it
include folkcraft, too?

[A] Here, what is/isn’t art or who is to judge the art
are not the point. There is no need to decide superi-
ority of the art work based on whether it is famous
or not, or whether it is expensive or not. As long
as it is appreciated as an art object by the arranger,
even a tin toy or folkcraft such as a Japanese wood-
en doll the one called kokeshi can be regarded as an
art work here. Keep in mind, however, that the art
object made by the arrangers themselves cannot be
used, as the aim of the theme is to compose a work
based on the inspiration given by a third-person’s
art work.

[Q] Can I use a vase made by an artist as an art
work?

[A] The vase can be used as a three-dimensional art
object with which your work is composed. It is not
appropriate here to put water and arrange flowers
in it.
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Keep Right on Talking! No.69 : Akane Teshigahara

In adversity

I am so sorry for any whose family members have
lost their lives in this recent expansion of COVID-19
infection and send my sympathy to all those who are
still receiving treatment. Also, I would like to send
hearty thanks to the many people fighting against this
invisible virus in Japan and the world.

Things that until now we could do as a matter of
course have become impossible in the same way or
are greatly restricted by the spread of COVID-19.
I have never experienced a situation like this in 60
years. | believe, however, that this is a modified
challenge for our own health and consideration for
others. Since we have to protect not only ourselves
but also our families and loved ones at the same time,
it is natural to become very nervous, but we want to
calmly react to the situation and behave according to
the needs for mutual care with attention to others.

I’m sure some of you may say, “I want to go to class,
but my family would be worried about contact with
the virus.” I also have an obligation to protect my
family, the people who work for Sogetsu, and above
all Sogetsu members. That’s why I took the plunge
and decided to cancel all classes and events for a
while. I know that you love Sogetsu very much, so if
we were to hold an event, you would feel compelled
to attend. But by cancelling classes and events on our
side, I believe that we can avoid any situation where
you would be exposed to any risk.

In this situation, people have started to make various
special efforts: a major convenience store is deliver-
ing onigiri (rice balls) to after-school facilities with-
out charge and numerous artists have released their
live videos for free. When I thought about “What
Sogetsu can do today?” an idea, which I could use to
deliver joy and comfort to people through flowers,
popped up. Like arranging flowers while thinking
about other people, if we support others through dis-
tance learning we might prevent any further spread
of the virus and help overcome this terrible situation.
Then, with the title of “OHANAMI (flower viewing)
at SNS” we posted images of the works of the four
lemotos and video of my demonstration on Facebook
and Instagram. As it is currently required not to go
out, it would be my great pleasure if you were able
to feel the arrival of spring even on screen and you

were encouraged and inspired. In addition, whilst
nationwide events were cancelled one after anoth-
er, I had a very precious opportunity where I was
able to display my installation at the Nihombashi
Takashimaya Department Store in March. While
creating this work, I was comforted and energized by
flowers.

Especially during this kind of situation, the power
of humanity might be tested. It is most important to
make efforts to avoid infection but do not get phys-
ically and mentally exhausted. What is important is
to keep our strength of mind in this serious situation
without panic.

I’m confident that there will be a day when this hard-
ship will come to an end.

I know a Sogetsu ikebanist who reviewed the basic
styles from the beginning at home, instead of arrang-
ing flowers outside or having a class, and posted the
process on her social media platform. How wonder-
ful it would be if we were all able to convert this
epidemic into a positive action in that way. So please
think about this cancellation positively that it is the
best way towards the future. and forward-looking.
Until then, let’s protect the lives of all by postponing
our sociable study times.

On March 17 in a continued voluntary restraint mood, the
lemoto's demonstration video was posted on You-Tube
under the title of "OHANAMI at SNS". Following this,

the images of ikebana works by lemoto Akane and three

former lemotos were released on the Sogetsu official social

media sites.
(The lemoto's demonstration video can also be viewed by
scanning the OR code below.)
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Information

The members’ site for the Sogetsu Teachers Association (STA)

More convenient, more efficient

Six months have passed since the website of the
Sogetsu School was renewed and went online. The
website is now more actively utilized by the members
than before as a forum where information on Sogetsu
can be easily shared and obtained.

Following that, to facilitate the convenience of our
members, the Sogetsu Teachers Association (STA)
members’ site, which only STA members are able to
access, will be online at the beginning of June 2020.
The initial services, available from June, include var-
ious functions which enable the members to check
their registered personal information, to read the So
Newsletter (from No0.262), and to keep up-to-date
with news and announcements from Headquarters in
Japanese, English and Chinese.

Later on, we will further improve this by adding addi-
tional features.

In order to access this site, password entry is required.
The Headquarters will inform your password by post
at the beginning of June. When you receive it, please
keep it in a safe place. Details on how to use this site
will be explained in the next So Newsletter No. 262
(June issue).

@ Future schedule
Beginning of June 2020

(D In the So Newsletter No. 262 to be issued on June
1, details on how to use the members’ site will be
explained.

(2) Each member will receive their password to the
members’ site via Postal mail. Since this is a very
important document, please keep it in a safe place.

*If you do not receive your password, please contact
Overseas Affairs Department.

(3) The members’ site for the Sogetsu Teachers
Association (STA) will go live!

Please enter into the members’ only website using
your password and utilize various services!

Point 1: Read So Newsletters.
You can read So Newsletters online starting with No.
262.

Point 2: Check your registered information.
You can check your own personal information regis-
tered at the Headquarters.
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Point 3: Use as your membership card.

You may access the site on your smartphone and
tablet. You can show the screen as your membership
card.
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