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[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]    E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp     FAX: +81-3-3405-4947

Information

< Calendar of Events 2020-2021 >

Iemoto 20th Anniversary

●Celebrati on Sogetsu Exhibiti on
Space of Creati on 2021
Apr. 1- Sep.20 @ Sogetsu WEST  
Jun. 9 – Jul. 23 @ Sogetsu Plaza 
*Schedules above are subject to change.

●Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibiti on
“ CONNECT “
6/11 FRI - 14 MON, 2021
SOGETSU WEST
(Hotel Emion Kyoto 1st fl oor, 20-4 Sujakudounoku-
chi-cho, Shimogyo-ku, Kyoto, Kyoto 600-8842)
10:00-18: 30
(13:00-18:30 on 6/11, 10:00-17:00 on 6/14)
Entrance fee: 500 yen
* Admission unti l 30 minutes before closing 
June 11-14  @Sogetsu West
“ RELEASE “
Date: TBA @Tokyo 
*Date and venue will be announced as soon as they 
are decided. 
For more informati on, including dates and admission 
prices, please visit our Website.
*The exhibiti on will be posted on Sogetsu SNSs and 
the newslett ers.

The 102nd Sogetsu Annual Exhibiti on
Scheduled for November-December 2021 
@ Sogetsu Kaikan
The details will be informed on Sogetsu website

*Schedules above are subject to change.

< Noti ce for the Branches/ Study Groups > 

Thank you for your submission of Annual Acti vity 
Report of 2020 /Electi on Report
We appreciate your cooperati on. Year 2020 was a 
unprecedently challenging year for all of us. We do 
hope that 2021 brings stability and joy.
If your branch/SG hasn’t submitt ed the annual re-
ports, please send them to the HQ by e-mail or post 
at the earliest opportunity.
The offi  cial e-forms (PDF/Excel format) are available 
to download from Sogetsu website; 
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms
Note: From 2021, the Sogetsu Calendar and compli-
mentary gift  of the quarterly Magazine “Sogetsu” will 
be sent only to the offi  cial groups who submit their 
Annual Acti vity Report.

Branch/Study Group event announcement/report 
on Sogetsu website 
Now many offi  cial groups plan to hold their event 
online(exhibiti on, demonstrati on, workshop etc.), 
why not invite other overseas members to them by 
announcing the event on Sogetsu Website? 
It would be a great opportunity to see what other 
sogetsu friends are doing anywhere in the world.
Download the announcement/report form online:
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
reports

Leafl ets (English/ Chinese) 
The leafl ets for 2021are available. Each Branch/SG 
will be enti tled to 200 complimentary copies sent by 
air mail (printed matt er) on request. 
Download the order form online: 
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
leafl ets

Complimentary Quarterly Magazine “Sogetsu”
From Autumn 2021, we will send Magazine “Sogetsu” 
two issues together to the directors/chairpersons. 
(ex. Send Autumn and Winter issues together and 
the same for Spring and Summer issues.)

Contact list of the Branches/SGs
We have compiled the contact list of those Branches/
SGs from which we received the consent lett er about 
privacy policy.
For security reasons, we will give this list only upon 
request. Please download the request form, then 
send a fi lled-in form back to the HQ by e-mail.
Download the request form online: 
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms
We update the list regularly so please let us know 
immediately if there is any change in your registered 
informati on.
If your branch/study group has NOT submitt ed the 
consent lett er and would like to join the list, please 
confi rm acceptance of our privacy policy and send 
the form to the HQ by e-mail.
Download the Privacy policy and consent lett er form 
online:
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms

Award Winner
We are pleased to announce that Sogetsu Indus 
Study Group received Certi fi cate of Commenda-
ti ons in recogniti on of their signifi cant contributi ons 
towards the promoti on of Japanese Ikebana art of 
fl ower arrangements in Pakistan and their parti cipa-
ti ons in events held by the consulate such as Japan 
Fest, adding to its success.
Our heartf elt congratulati ons to Mrs.Tapal and the 
members of Indus Study Group.

Information

20th Anniversary Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibition “ CONNECT “
2021 is the special year for Sogetsu School, celebrati ng the 20th Anniversary of the 4th Iemoto, 
Akane Teshigahara. We are most happy to announce her Solo Exhibiti on to mark this occasion. 
Don’t miss her challenge to new expression and possibility of Ikabana. Feel Iemoto’s “NOW”.

20th Anniversary
Akane Teshigahara Solo Exhibiti on
“ CONNECT “

6/11 FRI - 14 MON, 2021
SOGETSU WEST
(Hotel Emion Kyoto 1st fl oor, 20-4 
Sujakudounokuchi-cho, Shimogyo-ku, 
Kyoto, Kyoto 600-8842)
10:00-18: 30
(13:00-18: 30 on 6/11
10:00-17:00 on 6/14)
Entrance fee: 500 yen
* Admission unti l 30 minutes 
before closing

With the increase in the number of Sogetsu Ikebana students in Chinese 
speaking countries, the text book “Sogetsu Ikebana 1 - 2” with Chinese 
translati on has been published. If you are interested in purchasing a 
copy, please contact the Publicati ons Department.
The textbook card is att ached on the back cover of Textbook.
Price: JPY2,000

●How to order Chinese Textbooks from overseas
Download the order form from Sogetsu Website.
htt ps://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/columns/24438/
Fill in the necessary informati on and send it to Sogetsu Shuppan 
(publishing department) by e-mail or fax.
E-mail  shuppan@sogetsu.or.jp
FAX  81-3-5770-5607

Information

“Sogetsu Ikebana 1-2” in Chinese is now available
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<Theme 1> Study the textbook again
This is an ideal program for reviewing the basics. 
It will also be a good reference when teaching students. 

<Theme 2> Usable tips/when teaching 
“free-style arrangement using vertical type fixture”
The three instructors create three different types of 
work using vertical type fixture in a variety of vessels. 
The video shows how to use this technique effectively for free styles.

<Theme 3> Reflecting one’s originality
Each instructor creates an arrangement working with 
the plants to create new forms based on their ideas. 
Using technique and originality they develop plants 
into an ikebana of their own.

<Theme 4> “place and Ikebana” by Akane Teshigahara
The Iemoto creates arrangements which are in 
harmony with the refined Neo-Japanese suites at 
the Capital Tokyo Hotel. She also creates ones complementing 
an Art work at the gallery.

[news] The 3rd program of WEB IEMOTO SEMINAR

The English page on the streaming site was renewed on May 25
The streaming site for Sogetsu special videos became more English user-friendly.  
If you haven’t watched the seminar yet, why not try this time? 
Those who already registered can use the same log-in information.

Streaming period
●April 1 - June 30 : For already purchased the Program 3 video(s)
●May 25 - July 27 : Newly purchased the Program 3 video(s) 
*You can watch any video(s) purchased as many times as you like during the streaming period.
Fee (whole set) : JPY5,000 (incl. tax)    Introductory video : https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/events/

*“Study the Textbook Again” section can be purchased separately.
[ The Sogetsu Teachers Association(STA) Members’ Site ]  https://members.sogetsu.or.jp/en/login/ 
[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]    E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp     FAX: +81-3-3405-4947

Program 3　“Spring Flowers - Improving Technique and Expanding Ideas”

 (Master Instructor of the Sogetsu HQ)

Instructor

Iemoto Kumiko Kato Tetsunori Kawana Ikuen Sekita

Master Instructors of the HQ talk about 
their thoughts on ikebana and 
memorable episodes
There is a spirit and skill that have been handed 
down from generation to generation. On the other 
hand, our mind and perception of the world are sus-
ceptible to the changes of the times.
While I aim to fly higher as an ikebanist, I wish 
that I could sublimate all of the elements above. 
This yearning is what I have learned at Sogetsu and 
became the foundation of my aesthetics.
I would like to evolve my ikebana work into a new 
form, by focusing on the sense of season, color and 
shape.
Also I love a new challenge of experimental cre-
ation, such as ikebana works without water, and 
broaden my range of expression.
Spending my days with plants and enjoying ikebana 
with honesty and integrity, that is the happiest time 
for me. Let me pray that these happy days will con-
tinue!

本部講師が語るいけばなへの思い、
心に残るエピソード
受け継がれている精神と技があり、
一方時代と共に変化する。
更なる高みを目指し昇華させたいと考えています。
これが草月で学び美意識として得られたことです。
季節感を重んじ、色、かたち等に着目して
新たな造形作品へと進化させたいものです。
水を必要とされない作品も試み、
表現の幅を持ちたいとも思います。
植物と真摯に向き合い楽しみとする日 を々
過ごしたいと心から思います。

One Two Step
My life with Ikebana / Reiko Takenaka

Reiko Takenaka
Reiko TAKENAKA studied under Kasumi 
Teshigahara, the second Iemoto of the 
school, and later followed the belief of 
Hiroshi Teshigahara , the third Iemoto; 
“Ikebana as free expression using plants, 
liberated from a stereotype idea of ikeba-
na”. She has expanded the horizon of ikebana , making ikebana 
arrangement in a variety of public spaces, such as Noh theatre, 
hotel lobby, Conference room, and so on. Since2006 she has 
also been working as a coordinator for the annual exhibition 
“Tableware Festival”.
In abroad, she has held demonstrations and workshops in 
Dozens of countries. 
1975  Sofu Teshigahara Award
1983  Pierre Cardin Maxim Award (France)
1992, 1994  JCD Design Award 
1997  Sogetsu 70th Anniversary Certificate of Meritorious 
Achievements
2001  Hiroshi Teshigahara Award
Literary work: “Easy Ikebana” “Ikebana Full Coverage” ”Flowers 
That Give Colors To Your Life” ”White, Blue, and Red” ”Universe 
of Flowers” “The Works” and so on.
Latest book ‘Roses de Paris ‘ coming soon.

竹中麗湖
第二代家元・勅使河原霞のもとで研鑽を積み、第三代家元・宏の思想
であった「いけばなの枠にとらわれない、自由な表現」を追求。いけばな
を日常空間から解放し、公共空間、能舞台、パーティー会場など、さまざ
まな空間に進出させた。国内だけでなく海外数10ヶ国以上でデモンスト
レーション、ワークショップを実施。
1975年 「蒼風賞」受賞
1983年 ピエール・カルダン「マキシム賞」受賞（フランス）
1992年、1994年 ディスプレイ・デザイン年賞入選
1997年 草月70周年創流祭「草月栄誉賞」受賞
2001年 「勅使河原宏賞」受賞
著書は『かんたんいけばな』『いけばな全書』『暮らしを彩る花をいける』

『白・青・赤』『はなの宇宙』『The Works』など多数。最新刊『Roses de 
Paris』近日発売。
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Thanks to your great support, I was able to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary of succeeding as Iemoto in April 
this year. Ten years ago, we celebrated my 10th anni-
versary just after the Great East Japan Earthquake. 
And this year, my 20th anniversary, we are in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic... This kind of 
coincidence must mean something. Because of hard 
times like this, I am made to recognize the power of 
flowers, and I am reminded that I must walk with 
strength, receiving hope and courage from them. 
When I look back on what happened 10 years ago, I 
don’t think I was as assured as I am right now. I was 
grateful for the many warm words of “congratula-
tions” from everyone, but I was preoccupied, and was 
not fully aware that it was a major milestone in my 
life.
Ten more years have passed since then, and now, as 
the Iemoto of the Sogetsu School and the President of 
the Sogetsu Foundation, I feel that I am able to think 
calmly about many things. As I have mentioned from 
time to time, I have always been concerned about 
what other people think of me ever since I was a 
child, and I have never been the type to step out inde-
pendently. Because of that, shortly after I became the 
Iemoto, I was somewhat feeling my way and acting 
timidly. Since I didn’t change my personality over the 
years, even now I sometimes think too much about 
what I should do before doing it, but the same ques-
tion “What should I do?” is completely different now 
from before. I am able to switch my nervousness to a 
good direction and even have a sense of self-compo-
sure. I think this is because I have accumulated a vari-
ety of experiences over the past 20 years, and I have 
come to believe in myself.
Over three days from April 14th, the date when my 
father Hiroshi passed away, to the 16th, the Iemoto 
20th Anniversary Special Exhibition: “Hengen – 
From Hiroshi to Akane” was held at the Sogetsu 
Plaza to display my ikebana works where I arranged 
flowers using my father’s ceramic pieces. His ceram-
ics, especially the “Dō” (torso) series, are complete 
objects and have an overwhelming presence. Also, the 
location itself, the stone garden Heaven at the Sogetsu 
Plaza, is a masterpiece of Isamu Noguchi and has 
extraordinary energy. I created my works while think-

ing about how to match their power, instead of just 
arranging flowers.
When I arranged “Hana no Omotenashi” on the first 
floor front stage of the Nihombashi Takashimaya 
Department Store shortly before this exhibition, I  
again noted that if the exhibition was to last for sev-
eral days, it was necessary to take into account the 
changes that come as the buds blossomed. I believe 
that the work must be “striking at every stage ,” not 
“better when the flowers bloom.” This is not only a 
challenge of ikebana but also its profundity, I’m sure 
that my father was watching over me as I struggled 
with his “Dō,” thinking about such things.
I wonder when that was—there was a time when I 
noticed a change in the way that my father looked 
at the members and the staff of the Sogetsu School. 
As the Iemoto, he was totally at one with Sogetsu 
and fulfilling his duties, but I guess he became more  
intimately fond of Sogetsu and of all of you. Now, 
20 years later, I feel the same way as my father did. 
It is thanks to you that I have come this far. So I want 
to love you all, encourage you, say what needs to be 
said, and keep you in my sights… It might be a bit of 
an odd analogy of feeling like your mother, but that’s 
exactly how I feel now.
Sogetsu has been passed on for more than 90 years 
and should keep going forward. So, we can’t afford 
to take a break. That’s why I decided to hold my solo 
exhibition to commemorate my 20th anniversary in 
spite of the pandemic. I’m determined to do my best 
to express what I can do now and make it a part of  
the future.

Keep Right on Talking!  No.76 : Akane Teshigahara
What has been passed on and what should be carried forward

Newsletter p.01 Newsletter p.02

Review
Hengen – From Hiroshi to Akane

This year marks the 20th anniversary of Akane 
Teshigahara’s succession as Iemoto, as well as the 
20th anniversary of Hiroshi Teshigahara’s demise.   
In commemoration, a special exhibition, “Hengen 
– From Hiroshi to Akane”, was held at the Sogetsu 
Plaza over the three days from April 14th, the date 
Hiroshi passed away. In this exhibition, Iemoto Akane 
arranged flowers on ceramic objects and vases made 
by Iemoto Hiroshi, which created a timeless link  
between father and daughter.
During the same period, “The 20th Memorial of 
Hiroshi Teshigahara Film Library” was held in the 
Japanese Room of the Sogetsu Kaikan. Highly valued   

videos were shown, including “Hiroshi Teshigahara 
in Seoul” (National Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Korea) in 1990 and “The Great Tea Ceremony in 
Paris” (UNESCO Headquarters) in 1993. It was an 
opportunity to feel his energetic creative power, once 
again.

Note: The videos of “Hengen – From Hiroshi to 
Akane” and “The 20th Memorial of Hiroshi 
Teshigahara Film Library” are now 
available on the Sogetsu School official 
website. Please take a look at them!

Twenty-six of Iemoto Hiroshi's ceramic works were on display. Iemoto Akane created her ikebana works using eight of them.
Hiroshi's calligraphy was also shown at the venue of The 20th Memorial of Hiroshi Teshigahara Film Library.

During ikekomi (arranging). 
A florist supplied the flowering trees in full bloom.




