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Information

Calendar of Events 2022

® June 8- 26 Early Summer Sogetsu Exhibition
Venue: 2F Lounge @Sogetsu Kaikan

*Exhibition dates and opening times are irregular.
Please check the official website before visiting the
exhibition.

*All exhibitions will be reported on Sogetsu Website,
SNSs and the newsletters.

Please stay tuned and watch out.
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/
https://www.instagram.com/ikebana.sogetsu/
https://www.facebook.com/ikebana.sogetsu

® Aug.13- Aug.21 Summer Holiday *the HQ closed
*Schedules above are subject to change

<Update>
Online Seminar for overseas Branch/SG in 2022

In response to requests for an extension of applica-
tion due date and available period of the seminar,
we keep the application date open until January next
year.

Demonstration only (5-7 ikebana ar-
rangements from small to large sizes)
80
mins.

Demonstration and lecture (3-5
B |ikebana arrangements from small to
large sizes)

Demonstration (3-5 arrangements)
and Workshop (Max.10 persons)
(Eligible Work Shop participants:
above 3rd Certificate and a member 100
of branch/study group) mins.
*The workshop is open to view-
ing-only members if the host group
accepts.

Workshop only (Max. 12 persons)
(Eligible Work Shop participants:
above 3rd Certificate and a member
D |of branch/study group)

*The workshop is open to view-
ing-only members if the host group
accepts.

90
mins.

Guideline and Application Form

Download the application form from the news sec-
tion of the STA members online page. Send the filled
form by e-mail to Overseas Affairs Department under
the name of the director/chairperson of the repre-
sentative group.

*The availability of instructors and classroom is limit-
ed. Please give us a couple of possible dates.

<Notice for the Branches/ Study Groups>
Submission of Annual Activity Report of 2021 /
Election Report

(1) Sogetsu Annual Activity Report 2021 (from April
2021 to March 2022)

(2) Members’ list

(3) Election Report * only branch/study group which
falls on election year.

* The official e-forms (PDF/Excel format) are available
to download from Sogetsu website;

All the Branches and SGs are required to submit (1)
and (2) to the Headquarters. The Branches and SGs
which are due to have an election this year are also
required to submit (3)
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
forms

*We understand that many branches/study groups
have not been able to hold activities due to lockdown
and restriction. In such cases, please let us know the
situation and how things have been going around
you. 2021 was the second year of the pandemic and
the circumstances starts to differ in area and nations.
Hearing from you is most relieving and reassuring for
us in Japan.

Submission Deadline: May 31, 2022
Accepted by E-mail or by post

[Welcome] Branch/ Study Group event announce-
ment/report on Sogetsu website

Have you ever visited the event page of Sogetsu
official website? It’s inspiring to share and see what
is Sogetsu friends doing around the world.
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/events/category/lo-
cal/?event_type=end

Now many official groups hold both physical and vir-
tual events. Why not invite other overseas members
to them or share the report on Sogetsu Website?
Download the announcement/report form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
reports

Leaflets (English/ Chinese)

The leaflets for 2022 are available. Each Branch/SG
will be entitled to 200 complimentary copies sent by
air mail (printed matter) on request.

Download the order form online:
https://www.sogetsu.or.jp/e/members/downloads/
leaflets5

In Memoriam

Mrs. Noriko A Fields November 2021
Mrs. Aiko i January 2022
Mrs. Uma Sharma January 2022
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[ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]

E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp

FAX: +81-3-3405-4947
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IMPORTANT

From August 2022, So Newsletter will only be available online.
Postal mailing will end after next June Newsletter is issued.

Dear STA members,

As we announced in our February Newsletter issue, the publication of the
overseas section of So newsletter will be digital format only from August
issue. This is because of postal disruptions and speed of access to it for
members in the comfort of their homes. The newsletter will continue to be
put on the STA Members’ Site as before but as above the postal mailing ser-

vice to overseas members will end after next June issue(vol.274).

Have you registered your e-mail address with the HQ?
If not, please contact us.

Upon Use

the HQ record.

In case of reset your password, your e-mail address needs to be registered in

m For e-mail registration, please contact Overseas Affairs Department.

E-mail: overseas@sogetsu.or.jp

*please register your most used e-mail address.

* Please set up your email settings so that you can receive emails from the HQ(@sogetsu.co.jp) (e.g. by
registering our e-mail addresses on the receiving list or Domain specific reception).

April 2022

Issuance of the Membership Card. The paper card will not
be issued any more from the end of 2022. Instead it will be
transferred to the photo of the “Profile” page on the STA
Members’ Site in 2023.

June 2022

The final paper issue of the overseas section of So
Newsletter with its postal mailing to overseas members.

August 2022

Start of displaying the online digital So Newsletter on the
STA Members’ Site. The newsletter will be posted on the
STA Members’ Site on the 1st of even-numbered months.
(Except April issue for which the posting will be in the
middle of the month.)

What are the benefits of the STA Member’s Site?

In addition to the access to the digital Newsletter, this
members only site is full of useful information and
resources; plus lemoto Akane's demonstrations and
special messages, online viewing of works from the
Sogetsu official exhibitions, and special videos of lke-
bana LIVEs in the past. You can catch up with the latest
news from the HQ too.

The function of our website will continue to expand
and we want to make it attractive for you.

We ask all Directors and Chairpersons’ cooperation in
encouraging the STA members of your group to log in
and enjoy the members only website as often as pos-
sible. The STA members site will be a core of the over-
seas activities of the HQ. We shall do our best to add
to the benefits of the members and it will strengthen
the bond between the HQ and members.

If you have difficulty using e-mail, please inform us at the contact details below.

Inquiries [ Overseas Affairs Department, Sogetsu Foundation ]
7-2-21 Akasaka Minato-ku, Tokyo 107-8505, JAPAN / FAX: +81-3-3405-4947

)
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One Two Step @

My life with Ikebana / Tankei Kubo

Master Instructors of the HQ talk about
their thoughts on ikebana and
memorable episodes

One day in the 1990s, I took Teachers’ Workshop
by the then lemoto Hiroshi Teshigahara at Sogetsu
School Osaka. I made the arrangement which 1
meant to express a surface with Spike winter hazel
and present a line with New Zealand flax. He said:
“The plan of the structure is rather good but the flax
is too weak to make distinctive lines. Remember
this; however many leaves (of New Zealand flax)
you put in, they wouldn’t be strong enough.” I then
recognized the unavoidable use of the material’s
nature which must be part of the composition. His
comment opened my eyes.

In 2000, my arrangement (photo below) was
introduced in magazine Sogetsu. I used Japanese
andromeda and horsetail. Hiroshi’s comment was;
“To test the plant-vase balance and plant-vase rela-
tionship, the materials are being highlighted to the
edge of stability. The work is an experiment, a test-
ing.”

Even now, more than 20 years later, sometimes |
suddenly remember that comment while arranging
ikebana. I still find it difficult to create a sense of
tension in my work. The more problematic it is, the
more [ am fascinated.

I was born and brought up in Kansai (west Japan)
and now I am teaching at Sogetsu WEST as a
Master Instructor. I look forward to meeting the
overseas members at Sogetsu WEST in Kyoto.

AT 2FED T IEB~DE A,
DIk ey —F

1990 UK IREE TERITLOM P Zi LIz D2
LT L3ATETEEED, =2 — A5 TREREELZD
L0125 D TR, [ IRV LIRS =a—H4513 (2
DBADEMELT) Ji0 R, =2 =AM ARANTY
RO OAT L, LSRRV 125 Ul | LR D
MINCTFAET 2R R TR B2 LY B2 O TLIZ,

20004FCZE=TREHH] O [ RITHZEF» 6| T o IFLE
(ar ol (BE) B L TOI s, [N A%k
WEINLBEVENDEZAZ TR ZIRVIIL TV T, 3ED
NS BREDBRPIRL TR, EBREY ., RIS T
Hb, | LERITP Gl 5d Uz,

204 DL Bt o724 T VI TOABRIZ S WVIZZD IR DGR
DERBZED DI, BIRIBDHB 5 2% L 0T
PEFRELTRROL S 2DIMAAEEATEHEL L, R [
PR | ERARBMERIECAILEHET. THRMZE-> T
TR TRIRVT—=TT,

B THEINED. 53 H O HWEST TA I i fliL L
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Tankei Kubo

Started Sogetsu Ikebana in 1975. She
studied under /lemoto Hiroshi and
lemoto Akane at the Sogetsu school
OSAKA. Deeply influenced by the spir-
it of “Flowork” advocated by lemoto
Hiroshi, she has engaged in a number of
Flowork projects, including the series of
display at Osaka Hilton Hotel.

Through the constructive element in Sogetsu ikebana,
she became one of the leading Sogetsu artists in Kansai.
Awards: Sogetsu Encouragement Award (2003), Akane
Teshigahara Award (2007, 2017), Tomoshibi (lightning)
Prize given by Hyogo Prefecture (2021) and others.
*Flowork: the project which aims to transform various
spaces into something fresh and vibrant by setting lkebana
works which exploit the energy of plants.

AR

1975 ERAMAMF L EAAREETCR. BEOMRTOEMEZZT
B BERTDEBLI 77— 0 @ISRCERL . ELLY
KRETLDTAZTLAERBERRD . "757—0, 70>
IRIBEDH B WHEROTEBEE Z2ERL. BAEICEIIZ2EAD
REMBRERTH D, EAERME (20035F) . FETREFE (2007
F2017F)  BRERELLUDE (2021 F) ZFHZE S K,
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The examinations for the Riji and the Komon
degrees which are the highest of all the Sogetsu
qualifications are held once every year. This year,
in Japan, the examinations were held on the 28th
January at the Sogetsu Kaikan. Participants took
both the written and the practical examinations.

For Overseas members, the examination was com-

Questions for the Promotional Examination to

the Riji degree

1. Draw a diagram (front view and top view) of
Variation No.3 Slanting Style Moribana (in
Reverse) using a round Suiban. Indicate the
angles and directions of the three main stems.
Also, explain about adding the subordinate
stems, and indicate the placement of the Kenzan.

2. Write about the following sentence from Sofu
Teshigahara’s Kadensho.
The same flower never blooms twice, and
humans never encounter flowers under the same
conditions. Tkebana binds these two evanescent
factors together.

Promotional Examinations for the Riji and the Komon degree 2022

We send information regarding the Riji and the Komon examinations to teaching Riji holders every autumn.
If you are interested in taking the promotional examinations, please ask your teacher.

pleted through correspondence. The questions for
the written examination were sent to examinees
via e-mail on the same day as the examination in
Tokyo. Also the examinees submitted photos of
their arrangements for given assignments.

For your study reference, the questions for the
written examination of this year were as follows:

Questions for the Promotional Examination to

the Komon degree

1. Draw a diagram (front view and top view) of
Variation No.3 Slanting Style Moribana using
a round Suiban. Indicate the angles and direc-
tions of the three main stems. Also, explain
about adding the subordinate stems, and indi-
cate the placement of the Kenzan.

2. Write about the following sentence from Sofu
Teshigahara’s The Fifty Principles of Sogetsu.
(34) The harmony of flowers and containers
should fill the entire space.

Notices
The Use of the title “Master Instructor”

We sometimes receive questions from the STA
members about the use of the title “Master
Instructor.” Please note that when our headquarters
say “Master Instructor,” it means the teachers who
are appointed by the lemoto. The full official name
is “Master Instructor of the Sogetsu Headquarters”.
Without lemoto’s approval and appointment,
no teacher can call themselves or can be speci-
fied as a “Master Instructor”, however long their
experience of teaching or however creative and
excellent their skill and expression. “Teacher” or
“Instructor” are appropriate words for them.

We ask for your understanding and cooperation
in the careful use of our HQ designation “Master
Instructor”.

“Master Instructor” DFFS DERIZDWLWT

STAZ B O ¥ &£ H 5. “Master Instructor” d FEFR (2
DWTHMEZIFRZELHYET, AIH“Master
Instructor’& R T2/ A TNIERTH ST
SINFALBAZERLET OT, TEBELES
W, EX A FRIZ“Master Instructor of the Sogetsu
Headquarters” ¢9,
RITDADEFEMIBRIINIL X IBERER
PRABNAERMERRAZRHOEETHST
%, “Master Instructor"% #x 97 % Z & %, “Master
Instructor” & LR INZZLHTEE AL L]
(A ZANZ 02— D EYREFRTT,

“Master Instructor’ O MEFRZEE ICFERT5 L.
BIEDIBREIHNEEEVWELET,
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Keep Right on Talking! No.81 : Akane Teshigahara

What's SOGETSU?

I am sure that you are anxious sometimes with the
series of unimaginable events that have occurred over
the past few years. Although the situation remains
chaotic, we realize that with only five years to go until
the 100th anniversary of Sogetsu in 2027, we should
start making preparations from now on in any case.
With that in mind, I chose the theme, “What’s
SOGETSU?” as we move toward this remarkable
milestone. The reason is that all of us —Sogetsu
teachers, students, staff, etc.—, should think about
the question “What is Sogetsu?”” once again from our
unique standpoint.

I pinned my hope on this theme so that not only
people who are already involved in Sogetsu but also
those who have no idea what Sogetsu is will devel-
op an interest in it. I am often asked in interviews,
“What is the difference between ikebana and flower
arrangement?” To make it easier for the general pub-
lic to understand, I answer by saying, “ikebana is
an aesthetic of subtraction, and flower arrangement
is an aesthetic of addition.” As you know, however,
Sogetsu Ikebana can express both subtraction and
addition. The most attractive feature of Sogetsu is
that it can include both without any fixed restrictions.
I think that is why we are able to express so much
diversity. It would be a great waste to narrow down
the possibilities by making assumptions off the top
of our heads. However, an attitude of “I could have
done it anyway” without commitment does not work.
It will become even more important for us to observe
and study various things with the flexible mindset
that is typical of Sogetsu Ikebanists’ strong curiosity,
and transmit something that will make people who do
not know about Sogetsu think, “I’ve never heard of
Sogetsu before, but this is amazing!”

People take things for granted unless they are inspired
to view new angles and chances slip by quickly.
When being asked, “What is Sogetsu?” once again,
one person may think, “I was rescued by Sogetsu,”
while another person may consider, “Sogetsu is heal-
ing for me.” What is important after answering this
question is to say it out loud in your own words. For
example, there is a big difference between someone
who can proudly say, “I may not be able to do much
on my own, but I want to cheer people up as much as

Lately, I have often updated my personal Instagram.

If you have no experience of this, why not get started on
it? It's a great way to keep track of your own work, and

1 enjoy receiving all the various reactions in the comments.
1 strongly recommend it!

I can, so I upload my ikebana on my social media site
every time I arrange it.” and people who say, “Well,
I create my work without thinking about anything in
particular.” Of course, some people are not comfort-
able about being conspicuous or outspoken, which is
by no means a bad thing. However, if each of us takes
the opportunity to think about this theme, clarify it
and speak out about how Sogetsu has made them feel,
it is possible that some of you will find the power to
do a lot for a world that is often suffering and in mis-
ery. Then something will surely move and change.
“Why this theme now?” But it is precisely because we
live in times like this that it’s so relevant.

Of course, I, too, will ask myself very seriously,
“What does Sogetsu mean to me as lemoto?” for the
next five years. While exploring “This is SOGETSU”
for each of us, we can prepare our minds and hearts
for our Centennial!

)
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Message from Kiri Teshigahara

“You must listen to the Beatles.” Those were the fierce
words that came out of my father’s mouth when I was a
young girl. I will never forget how seriously disappointed
he looked when he had discovered that I had only listened
to Japanese teeny bopper bands at that time. I remember
during a trip to our country house, he secretly went into my
room when me and my sisters were not there and ripped up
all of my Japanese band posters. I never forgot how mean
he was to do that, and was bawling in tears for hours. Some
time later when I entered Junior High School, somehow his
words had influenced me and I started to go through all his
record albums and was mesmerized by all of the gems in
his collection: The Beatles, Rolling Stones, The Byrds, The
Doors, Bob Dylan, Jimi Hendrix, The Band, The Beach Boys,
Simon and Garfunkel, Miles Davis, Sly and The Family
Stone, Ray Charles, Frank Zappa, James Brown and many
others. It filled me with joy to have this special connection
with my father through his love of music among many other
things. My new interest in music from England and the
United States sparked my strong desire to study abroad in
America. Somehow I had convinced him to allow me to fin-
ish High School at a boarding school in Connecticut, which I
did with my intermediate English at Choate / Rosemary Hall.
After all, I had always felt that my spirit belonged to the West
rather than the East, and I believed that my father’s artistic
sensibilities and expressiveness had impacted me in this way.
My father was an artist above all, besides being an iconoclas-
tic Iemoto of Sogetsu Ikebana and Avant-garde filmmaker, he
allowed his interests to take him to any place free from any
walls or distractions. I found it so incredible that he could
pursue pottery, sculpture, calligraphy, painting and theater
just because his inner spirit had led him to each respective
world. I had yet to find my own way, but had eventually
landed on photography as I had carried a camera with me
wherever I went while at Choate. So I pursued a photogra-
phy degree at The School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, New
York. New York was such a melting pot at this time in the
mid to late seventies where all the friends I met at art school
and in the east village all pursued three or five mediums all
at the same time! It was such a unique and bizarre place
then and everything seemed possible regardless if you were
rich or poor. When it came time to share my undergraduate
photo portfolio with my father, he examined each work in
total silence and didn’t say a single word to me. This was
incredibly crushing to me since I was seeking his approval in
what I was pursuing.

Later when I was in my final year at SVA, my husband
(Painting major at the same school) and I had decided to
start our own art-rock band which we called Eeldogs. My
father happened to be visiting New York with his friend from
Fukui and they came to see us at a dingy hole in the wall
music club. They were both so into the music and had said

that we should bring the band to Japan and meet my father’s
friends who are in the music business and perform there and
debut in Japan. He said one day, “Can you play at Sogetsu’s
New Years Party?” 1 replied “Are you kidding? The Sogetsu
party? Do you think those ladies at Sogetsu will be able
to stand our music?” He said it didn’t matter and insisted
that we perform anyway - so me, my husband, and other
bandmates scheduled a tour in Tokyo and performed at the
New Years Party in the end! It was so nerve-wrecking to me
because audience were all Sogetsu ladies and gents. Several
month later, he said we should do a gig at Sogetsu Hall. I was
again, so nervous because my father had invited all of his
famous friends to the show! While we were performing, I
was told that he was watching the show from the second floor
balcony and was smiling the whole time while talking to his
friends. He had even decorated the stage with a large banner
of his Japanese calligraphy and English print of our band’s
name, which seemed so extravagant and was unlike any of
our shows back in New York. That was one of the happiest
moments in my life since he was so supportive of my music.
Several years later in the mid 80s, when we decided to dis-
band Eeldogs, my father kept imploring us to not quit and
was so disappointed that the band was no longer active.

I didn’t pursue a career in music, instead, I continued to
work for galleries while holding my position as the Sogetsu
Director of North America. Yet, I was happy that my father
had the opportunity to hear my musical projects. One thing I
had discovered was that as children it is not our responsibility
or place to please our parents. Undoubtedly, I found out
that the only way we make our parents proud is if we inde-
pendently find our own path and not the path that we think
is expected of us. My father was sending me this message in
his non-communicative form of communication, and because
of this I thank him for being so open-minded yet strict.

If he were around today, I wouldn’t be shocked to find him
blasting Eeldogs through his speakers.






